BEREA CITY COUNCIL         REGULAR MEETING           OCTOBER 18, 2011 
The Berea City Council met in a regular session Tuesday, October 18, 2011 at 6:30 p.m., Mayor Connelly presiding.

A quorum being present, Mayor Connelly called the meeting to order

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Fields, Bellando, Wagers, Farmer, Little, Kerby
ABSENT: Jennings, Burnside

Officials: Stone, Chasteen, Schrader, Curtis, Clark, Taylor, Meeks, Fortner, Eirich, Patterson

VISITORS: Bill Woods, Tim Taylor, Ronica Shannon, Guy Townsend, Ethan Hamblin, Kate Grigg, Ryan Cardwell, Kaitlynn Stogdill, Paul Rominger, Tom Hubbard, Cory Lowery, Charles Wilton, Kyran Antares, Kristin Zappalla, Steve Whitman, Paula Dunson-Wood

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS:

Tim Taylor; 1822 Paint Lick Rd., representing Wayside Christian Church stated since the beginning of the talk of the Fairness Ordinance, he has yet to see anything fair about it.  He has been criticized and harassed from people in town and so has members of his family, a minister friend has been threatened by someone from Berea College.  People who oppose of this ordinance has not been allowed to speak or has been cut short during the hearings, but supporters were allowed to speak unlimited.  The Berea’s for Fairness group brought people in from out of town to represent us, why can’t this item be put on a ballot for vote and let the voters decide if we need a Human Rights Ordinance or a Fairness Ordinance, let everyone have a voice in it.  

Kaitlynn Stogsdill, Berea College Student; at the last city council meeting two fellow students who participated in the march came to express their concerns about the harassment they received while they were walking down Chestnut Street.  She was disturbed by the lack of response by the council members.  By not passing the Fairness Ordinance we are in a sense saying it’s ok to discriminate against people who are perceived to be of a different sexual orientation or who have a different gender identity.  When the government fails to protect its own citizens a negative example is set for its community members.    She feels the Fairness Ordinance should be addressed now and to not wait until someone gets hurt, and urged the council to bring the ordinance to a vote and end discrimination to all people.  
BEREA CITY COUNCIL         REGULAR MEETING           OCTOBER 18, 2011 






Page 2
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: OCTOBER 4, 2011
Fields moved, Farmer seconded to approve the minutes as distributed.  All ayes, minutes approved.

HISTORICAL SOCIETY PRESENTATION – PAUL ROMINGER
Mr. Rominger presented the council with information about some of the recent events the Historical Society has been involved with and asked the council to contribute to the society. The World War Two Round Table Group will be meeting at Dinner Bell next Friday, and the Madison County Civil War Round Table Group will meet Friday, November 18th at Dinner Bell also.  The re-enactment of The Battle of Richmond was very well attended this year with 243 re-enactor’s registered for the event, and there were two film crews present on Saturday.  Overall numbers visiting the Battlefield Park Visitor Center and Museum were very good this past summer, with guest visiting from out of the county.  The information presented this evening will also be sent to the Berea and Richmond Tourism offices.
PLANNING COMMISSION APPOINTMENT
Mayor Connelly announced there is a vacant seat on the Planning Commission created by John Pennington’s resignation.  He submitted the name of Jan Kilbourne to complete the term which will expire January 16, 2015.  Farmer moved, Kerby seconded to appoint Ms. Kilbourne to the board.  All ayes.  Little added we should invite new board members to a council meeting so everyone could meet them.  Mayor Connelly stated when we notify her of her appointment we will invite her to a meeting.

AUDIT & FINANCE COMMITTEE:

Wagers presented the report in Burnside’s absence; the committee met earlier this evening to discuss the bids received for the Shared Use Bridge.  Wagers moved, Fields seconded to award the bid of $259,095.00 to Ford Contracting.  Administrator Stone stated that the city received a grant of $128,828.00 toward the building of the bridge, leaving the city with a balance of $130,267.00.   This project will connect the shared use path from the Artisan Center to Indian Fort.  Once completed this will create approximately 7 miles of bike/shared use path.  All council members voted aye for the bid to be awarded and approval for the mayor to sign all contracts necessary to proceed, Little voted no. Motion approved.
The committee approved a bid for the Solar Array to be installed at the Berea Municipal Utilities.  Stone added the bid will be awarded to Solar Energy Solutions in the amount of $64,860.00 which will include a 60 panel solar array and will be used to produce energy at the Berea Municipal Utilities. Customers can lease a panel for $750.00 and will receive a credit on their own utility 
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bill.  The solar panels will be purchased through an energy grant we received; no utility money will be used toward the purchase.  Wagers moved, Farmer seconded to award the bid and allow the mayor to sign all necessary paperwork.  All ayes.  Motion approved.
ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – R. STONE

· We are continuing to have problems with Time Warner; we have checked our equipment and we show no problems here.

· Thursday evening will be a very important meeting with Michael Shuman concerning the Economic Development Plans at 6pm at the Berea Baptist Church; the community is invited to be a part of this. 
· I will be meeting with District 7 on Thursday at 1:30 on the following projects: Menelaus Pike, By-Pass, Bratcher Lane, and 25 North.
· Halloween in the Park and Trick or Treat will be Monday, October 31st from 6pm-8pm.
MAYOR’S COMMENTS: MAYOR CONNELLY

· Mayor Connelly extended an invitation to the general public to the meeting with Mr. Shuman on Thursday from 6-9.  The purpose of this meeting to begin a process that will likely last 6-8 months and will allow citizens to participate in strategy sessions that will possibly design the economic development strategies for Berea for the next 25 to 50 years.  The strategies we have been using have allowed us to build a strong economy based upon a diversified work force, but with the current change in the economy, we need to look forward and seize opportunities.  Most of the new jobs being created now come from small businesses and the ultimate success of our strategies lies with our local citizens.  Mr. Shuman will present an analysis of his studies and help us to identify areas for development, and help us to decide where our strengths and weaknesses lie; so we do encourage our citizens to participate in these strategies.  
COUNCIL COMMENTS:

Kerby – would like to encourage people to attend the Economic Development Meetings and be a part of our future; thanks to the speakers who came this evening to continue the conversation about Human Rights and help us to keep this is the forefront and remind us that there are still issues that need to be dealt with; I am extremely excited about the Solar Array panels that will be going up in a few months, this is very progressive for Berea.
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Little – I don’t want people to think that I am against shared use paths; I voted no on the bridge on the shared use path, I would like to clarify why I voted no; we need bike paths and shared use paths, and to connect them, but the reason I voted no was the location and the cost, I am not against the shared use paths.
Farmer – echo what Ms. Kerby said about the Solar Array, this is a real forward step, hopefully there will be more, and I would like to encourage everyone to lease a panel and make an investment into our future, thanks to everyone who was responsible towards getting the grant. 
Bellando – I would like to be one of first to sign up for a panel.  Thanks to everyone that was a part of this.
Fields – thanks to the people who came tonight, with Halloween coming up soon would like to remind people to be careful while they are out and about.

Meeting adjourned:  7:08 p.m. 

