BEREA CITY COUNCIL          REGULAR MEETING              OCTOBER 4, 2011
The Berea City Council met in a regular session Tuesday, October 4, 2011 at 6:30 p.m., Mayor Connelly presiding.

A quorum being present, Mayor Connelly called the meeting to order. 

COUNCIL MEMBERS PRESENT: Fields, Bellando, Wagers, Farmer, Little, Kerby, Burnside

ABSENT: Jennings 

Officials: Chasteen, Gregory, Curtis, Meeks, Taylor, Fortner, VanWinkle, Schrader, Kriebel, Jackson, Patterson

Mayor Connelly requested to amend the agenda by adding approval of the minutes; Bellando moved, Kerby seconded to amend the agenda, all ayes.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS: 

David Schroyer; on Sept 20th the council passed the Human Rights Ordinance but it had one glaring omission it failed to include the Fairness Ordinance.  The Berean’s for Fairness would like to call upon the city council to show its colors and declare their positions.  We feel it is time to move on and come to a vote.  

Sam Gleaves, Berea College student spoke to the council stating he and a fellow student Jordon Engel marched to City Hall on the evening of September 20th and they were both verbally assaulted and someone threw a water bottle at them as they walked up Chestnut Street. Jordon Engel felt he and Sam were discriminated as they walked based on their sexual orientation and what they were perceived to be. He is a part of Berea, and would like to have his voice heard. 
Mr. Schroyer stated he believes a Fairness Ordinance will create a climate of safety and a climate of security to persuade people from committing this kind of harassment and encouraged the council to act on this. 
Brenda Lambert; addressed the issue of the changing of the parade route through downtown.  The route this year only was allowed to cover a block of town, parents and residents were standing near the triangle and the parade was not able to pass by this location.  The changes caused a big impact on the students, parents and friends.  She did speak to the coordinator at Madison Southern and was told the city did not have the personnel to be posted at each stop light.  Is there a parade committee that makes the policy for the parades?  Our big event for the kids is the homecoming, and it is significant to them. Mayor Connelly stated there are factors considered; it is the resources available, public 
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safety, and having access for police, fire and ambulances. Police Chief Gregory added that he had addressed this issue with Madison Southern’s principal and Gary Conkin, Berea Community School’s Superintendent last year. They discussed the traffic impact the parades have on the city; it basically shuts the city down.  At this time, we have officers in the academy, and we did not have the personnel to cover every light, and the other issue last week was the construction on Prospect.  We do have to keep the traffic flowing especially for emergency personnel.  Burnside added that many of the parades take place during a busy time of day and another concern is the students and faculty needing to cross the streets.  The amount of traffic that comes through town is more significant now than it was years ago, also our geographic layout is difficult, everything is on the ridge.  

Pastor Bill Woods, Middletown Baptist Church sympathizes with the students who were assaulted, but he believes a fairness ordinance is not needed in Berea.  A business owner or employer should be able to dismiss someone who is causing a problem or harassment without fear or retaliation of a Fairness Ordinance and regardless of whether they are heterosexual, homosexual, lesbian or gay.   An assault is a police issue and needs to be brought to their attention. 
Tim Beardsley, representing the Military Order of the Purple Heart, Wilderness Road Chapter for Eastern Kentucky, came to address the Veterans Day Parade.  The military would like to be recognized and come through town; some of the older veterans would like to come through town as well.  He understands the traffic issues, but came with this request for the Veterans, they have earned this right. 
PROCLAMATION – INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT

Mayor Connelly recognized Brian Fouch and Mr. Musha employees of Hitachi USA who came this evening to receive this proclamation.  Mayor Connelly read the proclamation proclaiming the month of October 2011 at Industrial Appreciation Month in the City of Berea.  

PROCLAMATION – POWER WEEK
Mayor Connelly read the proclamation signed by Governor Beshear proclaiming Public Power Week, October 2-9, 2011.

BID OPENING – SOLAR ARRAY

These bids are part of the energy grant for solar panels to be installed at the Berea Municipal Utility Building to generate electric power and will be sponsored by the residents who will then receive credit on their utility bills. 
Five (5) Bids were received:

1. Regon Solar - $60,480.00
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2. Advanced Energy - $64,410.00

3. Avery & Son - $72,600.00

4. Berea Solar - $78,800.00

5. Solar Energy Solutions - $64.860

Bids will be turned over to the Berea Municipal Utility Department for referral back to the council.

BID OPENING – INDIAN FORT TRAIL BRIDGE
This bid is for a bridge at the confluence of Silver Creek and Brushy Fork.

Four (4) Bids were received:

1. Frederick & May Construction - $416,360.11

2. Elmo Greer & Sons - $399,914.06
3. Kay & Kay Construction - $309,900.00

4. Ford Contracting - $259,095.00

These bids will be turned over to the State for review; Finance Committee will then review them.  Councilman Little suggested a work session prior to next council meeting to discuss the project.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: September 20th, 2011
Farmer moved, Fields seconded to approve the minutes as distributed.  All ayes, minutes approved.

ORDINANCE #13-11; AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BEREA, PROVIDING THAT THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF BEREA BE AMENDED BY REVISING SECTION 40.100, PROVIDING FOR A SPEED LIMIT OF 15 MPH ON CENTER STREET AND NORTH BROADWAY. – 2nd Reading
Mayor Connelly read the ordinance in summary; roll call vote, all ayes.  Ordinance adopted.

JOINT RESOLUTION OF THE MADISON FISCAL COURT, CITY OF RICHMOND, KENTUCKY, AND CITY OF BEREA, KENTUCKY; 
Mayor Connelly read the resolution in entirety establishing a non-partisan air board/Airport Board composed of six (6) members pursuant to KRS 183.132.  Burnside moved, Farmer seconded to approve the resolution.  All ayes, resolution adopted. 
Recognition of New Employee: Chief Gregory introduced Aaron Curtis, new employee of the police department; he will be starting the academy Oct. 17th.  Mr. Curtis was administered the Oath of Office by Mayor Connelly.
AUDIT & FINANCE COMMITTEE; V. BURNSIDE
No Report. 
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DEPARTMENT HEADS: 
D. VanWinkle, Codes Enforcement, presented a final report to the council in regards to the East Center Street Overlay, he and Mr. Ned Crankshaw met with the property owners of the area on Sept. 22nd to discuss the criteria needed to create an overlay.  The boundary area included will be from 501 Center Street through 511 Center Street; ten houses that will make a contiguous boundary, and could be designated as historic.  
Sarah Broomfield presented a statement from the neighborhood requesting the city council to pursue the overlay district, and citied some of the historical characteristics of the area, along with the benefits an overlay district would create. 
Mr. VanWinkle addressed further questions from the council about the area.  Bellando moved to approve the overlay district, seconded by Wagers.  Burnside questioned the cost of the overlay in which VanWinkle stated it would be between two and three thousand dollars.  Mr. Fields questioned who would be responsible for paying for the overlay? It would be up to the council if they wished to pay for it.  Farmer stated she felt if the council approves the overlay that we could set precedent all over town and cause an impact to the budget.  Bellando agreed, but it might be good, we want our citizens to have a good quality of life, maybe there would be a cooperative agreement with the neighborhood to finance the overlay.  Wagers stated he didn’t feel we will have a lot of people or neighborhoods that will want to create an overlay on their street, this in one unique situation, if it does come up again we will address it.  Fields asked if the Center Street residents requesting the overlay will either pay for part of it, or all of it.  A yes was answered from a member of audience.
Jim Lucas stated he felt this would create a bad precedent, the reason this began was to deprive Mr. Brodhead from developing on his property that he purchased from Berea College, had Berea College not sold the property an overlay would have never been brought before the council.  He doesn’t see any of the categories that Mr. Crankshaw cited; the historical aspects are all internal and not visible, and it’s not a gateway community. He does not want the city to spend his tax dollars on an issue that was perpetuated to deprive and individual to build.  The developer is still being harassed about his property and people are still parking on his property.  The council should take another look at this issue and determine the possibility if other neighborhoods will want to follow this and enter into an overlay request.  Kerby questioned Mr. Vanwinkle asking if an overlay district is a desirable thing; VanWinkle stated overlays are guidelines, in particular neighborhoods it can be a great added feature.  Mayor Connelly added that the Comprehensive Plan mentions Overlay Zones and Neighborhood Associations as the two policies that are favored.  Page 39 list areas that have 
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historic significance and the East Berea District is included.  Farmer suggested another method similar to what new subdivisions have to offer protection for the neighborhood other than the overlay.  Mayor Connelly stated the city has established the Architectural Review Board that can address many of these concerns.  A group of home owners can adopt their own mutual agreements with a list of restrictions, but they would lack the enforcement issue from the city.  Little questioned who sets the standards for an overlay.  The city council can establish an overlay by an ordinance if the council wishes to do so.  Diane Hays stated Mr. Crankshaw will work with the neighborhood to establish the restrictions and requirements for their overlay; they are more interested in preservation.  
Mr. Chapman, 503 Center Street invited the council to look at the area and we have done everything the city has asked us to do, we are not asking for a lot, we simply want to preserve what we have.  I am willing to pay for it.  
Mayor Connelly called for a vote on the motion to approve the overlay zone as recommended; roll call vote: Fields – no, Bellando – yes, Wagers – yes, Farmer – no, Little – yes, Kerby – yes, Burnside – no. Motion passed four to three.

M Kriebel, Parks & Rec. - announced the 2nd Sunday Event at the Battlefield Park this Sunday, October 9th, from 2pm-4pm, and it is a free event.  Halloween in the Park will be held Monday evening, October 31st from 6pm – 8pm, we are accepting businesses to hand out candy during the event, call the office to get registered.  Mayor Connelly informed the council that Ms. Kriebel will be going to Japan next week for the Sister-City visit as the cities representative.

B. Jackson, Tourism – The Festival of Learn Workshops were such a success and with the Mayor’s slogan of “Make it, Take it and Give it”, we will be hosting the twelve days of Christmas, beginning December 1st through the 12th ; we will have workshops presented by our Berea artist.  Registration will be available soon and we hope to coordinate this event with the Chamber’s Christmas Parade during the first week-end of December.  This is the 50th year for the annual Crafts Fair week-end at Indian Fort Theater which begins Friday and runs through Sunday. 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:

Fields – Thanked everyone who attended this evening, we have a lot of controversial issues and we can’t make everyone happy, but we try to do our best; one of the biggest problems Berea has is a drug problem, recently we had Capt. Ken Clark come out and speak to East Ridge Group, if you have a group, church, or association and would like to learn about what you can do, ask 
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someone from the police department to come out and speak to your group, this is something we really need to work on, is the drugs in Berea. 
Bellando – our city really does need a long parade, it really adds to the quality of life in town, I understand we are under staffed, but as we get more recruits 
maybe we could reconsider changing the route so that more people can watch it.  Billy Wagers and I are going to sponsor another town forum in November, we don’t have a date confirmed yet, we will read the minutes from the last forum and we encourage everyone to attend, we will announce it in the paper.
Wagers – I hope Ms. Lambert gets the parade and the routes squared up, and I do hope the Veterans have a parade. 
Meeting adjourned: 8pm

