BEREA CITY COUNCIL          REGULAR MEETING            JANUARY 15, 2013
The Berea City Council met in a regular session, Tuesday, January 15, 2013 at 6:30 p.m., Mayor Steven Connelly presiding.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Terrill, Hembree, Powell, Wagers, Farmer, Little, Kerby, Burnside

OFFICIALS: Stone, Chasteen, Gregory, Curtis, McCay, VanWinkle, Meeks, Fortner, Schrader, Hurt

VISITORS: Tim Taylor, Bill Woods, J.B. Marcum, Charles Wilton, Michael Bryant

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: December 18, 2012
Farmer moved, Little seconded to approve the minutes as submitted; all ayes. Minutes approved.
MICHAEL BRYANT – CSEPP UPDATE
Mr. Bryant updated the council and audience the top accomplishments the Madison County EMA/CSEPP achieved during the 2012 year;  Five (5) additional sirens were placed around the county for a total of 90 sirens; 31,000 Alert Radio were delivered to residents; Emergency preparedness education took place with approximately 3,659 residents; Trained 1,466 County First Responders; English & Spanish 2013 CSEPP calendars were delivered; Continued in depth cross training of the staff; Continued partnership with EKU programs including nursing, Paramedics and Psychology; Mass notification system utilized; Continued support & efforts in three National Level CSEPP Integrated Progress Teams for public information, Training/Exercise and Automation/Alert and Warning.  Mr. Bryant added that if anyone did not receivet an alert radio for their home, they can call 624-4787.
ORDINANCE #1-13; SEWER ORDINANCE AMENDMENT- 1ST READING

Mayor Connelly read the ordinance by title and summary; highlighting some of the changes as required in order to comply with the Environmental Protection Agency and Kentucky Division of Water Requirements. 

ORDINANCE #2-13; SURPLUS VEHICLE- 1ST READING

Mayor Connelly read the ordinance in its entirety.  

AUDIT & FINANCE COMMITTEE- V. BURNSIDE
No report

Department Heads 

No additional reports 
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ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – R. STONE
· In the beginning of December we talked about conserving water; we have received significant rains since then. The lakes are still approximately three and half down feet down, but we are in much better shape then we were in December. 

· The Walnut Meadow Pump Station Project is progressing; the pumps are in and we plan to have the work completed by the end of February.
· We are presently acquiring Rights-of Way and easements for the Bratcher Lane Project; we have received funding from the state for this project.  The funds will cover construction, utility movement, and purchase of the Rights-of-Way. 

· Elliott Electric were working on the By-Pass and HWY 595 today; preparing for the installation of the lighting.

· We will hold four (4) interviews this week for the Parks Director Position.

· There have been promotions in the Police Dept; Ken Puckett to Captain, and LeAnn Boyle from Sergeant to Lieutenant.  There are still a couple of positions that we need to fill in the department. 
· We will be holding interviews for Lineman in the Utility Dept.

· Michael Eirich will be retiring March 1st; we thank him for his service, he brought a lot of knowledge of Utilities to the City.

· We have spoke with the Madison County Emergency Operations Center numerous times today; and in case of inclement weather this evening, all the trucks, equipment, and the staff are prepared.
Questions: Councilman Little asked about the cost of acquiring the Rights-of Way on Bratcher Lane.  Stone stated approximately $18,000 will be spent once we have completed all the purchases.  Little also inquired about the sludge process at the Water Plant?  The process according to the Utility Director, Ed Fortner is a Geo-Bag, a canvas material that allows the water to go out and keep the solids in.  We are also utilizing our lagoons to dispose of the solids, and we are looking into expanding our storage capacity by enlarging our lagoons.  The Geo-Bags are working well and will create a good fertilizer.
Little questioned the amount of the daily water discharge at our Sewer Plant?  Approximately two million gallons; the same as the intake, depending on rain, it could be up to eight million.  We are considering piping back our discharge in the near future, we are lake fed, not stream fed; if anything were to happen to our lakes, we would have a big problem.  We are making request to the State to see if there is a possibility to do so, there are many rules and regulations.  Stone added that we are still looking into the chance of adding another water supply or dam; I would like to invite Bell Engineering to come and sit down with us to go over a possible design for the city. 
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MAYOR’S COMMENTS:

· I have made three appointments to the vacancies on the Human Rights Commission; John Rogers, Richard Bellando and Carla Gilbert.  There is a seven member board and they meet the 1st Monday of each month.

· I appointed Chuck Conley to the Airport Board to fill the position of newly elected Council Member Chester Powell; he is no longer allowed to sit on the board as an elected official.  I also attempted to appoint George Wyatt as the other Berea representative on the Madison County Airport Board, but was denied his appointment by Judge Clark; I have written a letter in response to ask that the three governments clarify our appointment procedures.  Appointments have been made previously from each government, but as of this date, I have not received a response. 
· Prior to the February 13th Strategic Plan meeting, I would like each of you to review the 2011 document to consider some the Goals and Objectives.  We will discuss the Energy Plan in depth and consider our issue of the increasing obligated nature of our revenue, as well as the Economic Development opportunities that the city might have, some which may come from the Shuman Report.

Councilman Burnside added that the Audit & Finance Committee will discuss the direction of our current revenue streams at the Strategic Plan meeting; we would like to give some demographic information about the growth of the city and the direction we are moving in.  There are many issues and needs that the city will have to finance in the near future.
Mayor Connelly welcomed all the council members and looks forward to working with each of them for the next two years.
COUNCIL COMMENTS:

Hembree – thanked the mayor for the warm welcome; reminded everyone to get their flu shot, peak season is not until next month.
Powell – thanked the citizens who voted for him; Mayor, you made a good choice appointing Chuck Conley to the Airport Board.  No one knows how much time that George Wyatt has put into the Madison County Airport Board; and how much money he has saved them with many volunteer hours he has spent there; well over 600 hours a year volunteering.  His knowledge of the Airport and the electrical issues that he has taken care of goes a long way; not many people could even come close to knowing what all he does there. No good deed goes unpunished. 
Wagers- welcome Chester and Chad!
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Farmer – received compliments for the Utility Department; one gentleman was very impressed with the prompt service of getting his power restored recently, even in bad conditions.  We are lucky to have such good people working for us.  Another person had a water problem during a week-end, the staff was courteous, they worked non-stop until they got the job done; the lady was very appreciative to the gentlemen who came out and completed the job. 
Little – government seems to always get bigger; the needs for more revenue increases as well, when we talk about the Chemical Stock Pile, who is going to keep it running once they are gone, the Federal Money will be gone; someone has to pay for it?  What’s going to happen in the next five or six years; how are we going to pay for the 911?  We need to keep a close eye on our budgets. 
Kerby – congratulations to our police officers with their promotions; compliments to their department and all our staff, and employees.  I would like to express appreciation for all the people who have been appointed to various boards, we have a lot of citizens who are willing to put in time and effort on some very important issues that are a big part of our government.  Welcome Chester and Chad!

Meeting adjourned; 7:22 p.m.
