BEREA CITY COUNCIL          REGULAR MEETING           DECEMBER 4, 2012  
The Berea City Council met in a regular session, Tuesday, December 4, 2012 at 6:30 p.m., Mayor Steven Connelly presiding.

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Bellando, Wagers, Farmer, Little, Burnside
ABSENT: Fields, Kerby, Terrill

OFFICIALS: Gilbert, Stone, Chasteen, Vanwinkle, Gregory, Curtis, McCay, Meeks, Eirich, Jackson

VISITORS:  Bill Woods, Chad Hembree, Robert New, Jason Morgan, Kate Grigg, Betty Hibler, Lisa Shroyer, David Shroyer, Lloyd Parsons, Kathy Gay, Tyler Gay, Tommy Parsons, Wendy Metcalf, Ben Taylor, Jason, Smitha, Susan Endlen, Carla McWhorter, Wanda Fields, James Fields.

A quorum being present, Mayor Connelly called the meeting to order.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: NOVEMBER 20, 2012
Farmer moved, Wagers seconded to approve the minutes as submitted; all ayes. Minutes approved. 
SPECIAL OLYMPICS CHILI COOK-OFF AWARD PRESENTATION
Carla McWhorter stated her appreciation to both Police Department and the Fire Departments for the hard work and help they gave to the Madison County Special Olympics; the last four years, they have been a blessing to the group. Kathy Gay added that the Chill Cook-Off started as dream of Maggy’s (the former Parks Director), and because of the funds and events the city has sponsored, it has enabled the Special Olympics Athletes to participate in many more events than they were previously able to.  Plaques honoring both the Police Dept. and the Fire Dept. were presented to Police Chief Gregory and Fire Chief Curtis.

RESOLUTION #14-2012; A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEREA, KENTUCKY, ACCEPTING A GRANT FROM THE COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY, TRANSPORTATION CABINET IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,050,000 FOR REIMBURSABLE FUNDING FOR IMPROVEMENTS TO BRATCHER LANE, AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE ALL RELATED DOCUMENTS.
Corporate Counsel read the Resolution by title; Burnside moved, Little seconded to approve and adopt Resolution #14-12.  All members present voting yes.  Motion carried.
ORDINANCE #18-12; AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BEREA, KENTUCKY, ESTABLISHING SERVER TRAINING FOR ALCOHOL LICENSE HOLDERS IN THE CITY OF BEREA.
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Corporate Counsel read the Ordinance by title and summary; 2nd reading.  Burnside moved; Farmer seconded to approve Ordinance #18-12.  Roll call vote; all members voting yes. Ordinance adopted. 
ORDINANCE #19-12; AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BEREA, KENTUCKY, AMENDING NO.5-09, BY REVISING AND CORRECTING THE LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY ANNEXED THEREIN. 
Corporate Counsel read the Ordinance by title and summary; 2nd reading.  Wagers moved; Bellando seconded to approve Ordinance #19-12.  Roll call vote; all members voting yes. Ordinance adopted.
ORDINANCE 20-12; AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BEREA, KENTUCKY, DECLARING ITS INTENT TO ANNEX CERTAIN REAL PROPERTY NEAR BEREA, MADISON COUNTY KENTUCKY. 
Corporate Counsel read the Ordinance by title and summary; 2nd reading.  Farmer moved; Little seconded to approve Ordinance #20-12.  Roll call vote; all members voting yes.  Ordinance adopted.

ORDINANCE #21-12; AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BEREA, KENTUCKY, CHANGING THE ZONING CLASSIFICATION OF PROPERTY OWNED BY FEDERATION OF APPALACHIAN HOUSING ENTERPRISES, INC. (FAHE) LOCATED AT 103 LEWIS STREET DESCRIBED HEREIN FROM 1-2 (INDUSTRIAL) TO B-2 (MAJOR BUSINESS). 

Corporate Counsel read the Ordinance by title and summary; 2nd reading.  Wagers moved; Bellando seconded to approve Ordinance #21-12.  Roll call vote; all members voting yes.  Ordinance adopted. 

AUDIT & FINANCE COMMITTEE – V. BURNSIDE
The committee met earlier this evening to hear recommendations regarding the cell phone contract.  It was recommended that the city change from the current carrier Sprint, to Verizon for cell phone service, but keep Sprint for the Air Card service.  Burnside moved; Wagers seconded to award the cell phone bid to Verizon.  All members present voting aye.

DEPARTMENT HEADS:

Police Chief D. Gregory introduced the newest police officer recently added to the police department.  Officer Parko is our new canine officer; he will be used for drug operations to assist the officers; he had his first successful mission today.  Officer Jeff Parker will be his handler. 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – R. STONE 
· I would like to commend both the Police and Fire Departments for the efforts they put into making the annual Chili Cook-Off such a big success.
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· The Commemorative Fiddle that Lewis and Donna Lamb presented to the Fire Department is now in a display case in City Hall for everyone to see. 

· Mr. Schrader and Mr. VanWinkle are preparing the punch list for the Short Line Pike Project; we processed the invoice to the Department of Transportation on time and should be reimbursed soon.

· The Utility Department has been asked to set up meetings with the individual property owners along Terrrill Branch, for the Sewer Line Project; we will explain the process with each of them in order to get the project started soon and get all the easements signed. 
· We are researching property owners for the Bratcher Lane Project; many properties have changed ownership since we started this project back in 2003; we appreciate the council passing the resolution this evening in order to get the funding for this project.  
· We expect the completion of the Exit 77 Waste Water Pump Station by the end of January 2013.
· Our area is in a very dry condition; we are asking all our customers of Berea Municipal Utilities and Southern Madison Water to conserve water at this time.  If we don’t get rain soon we will be in a critical state; Owsley Fork is down 12 feet down, we will stop pumping when it reaches 13 feet down, we pump from Owsley to keep Cowbell Lake full.   We have approximately 170 days of water left, but we are asking everyone to conserve water any way possible. We will be talking to the Division of Water to update our Owsley Fork Damn Project. Mayor Connelly added that much of the nation is in a drought situation; it could be a part of the global warming. 
· The Learn Shops started last week-end and had a very good turn out; we had around 190 people registered for various classes.
· We have met with Bluegrass Energy; it has been approved to start the trench work for the installation of the lighting on the By-Pass.
VISITORS: Katherine Griggs, representing Berean’s for Fairness stated the group participated in the annual Christmas Parade last week-end and they were not recognized when they walked past the announcers stand; they were not acknowledged.  She stated that she followed up with the Chamber of Commerce and was told that it was an innocent mistake.  For me being a person who is part of a group that is not accepted or a protected community; it is hard to know whether it is a mistake or being treated different for me to be who I am.  We feel like there is a problem in this town; it feels like it’s not ok to talk about it.  I appreciate the council’s efforts and I am asking you to support and pass a Fairness Ordinance; it would create a more welcoming community and send a signal that the Lesbians, Gays and Trans-Gender Community has your support.  
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It is not fair to treat people differently based on their sexual identity.  Mayor Connelly stated the city will continue to address the issue. 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:

Little – thanked the police department; they are often taken for granted.  The officers are facing the drug problems and thieves out on the streets every day.  The officers are very important to all us, and I would like to see more of them out on the streets; it’s important to see them out in our neighborhoods.  They have a tough job and I want to thank them for what they do.
Farmer – ditto that; we are very fortunate to have our dedicated Police and Fire Departments who look out for us; thank you.

Wagers – thanked the visitors for attending this evening; it’s good to have people come and participate.

Meeting adjourned; 7:08 p.m.
______________________________

Mayor 







_____________________________







City Clerk
