BEREA CITY COUNCIL               REGULAR MEETING                 JULY 2, 2013
The Berea City Council met in a regular session; Tuesday, July 2, 2013 at 6:30 p.m., Mayor Steven Connelly presiding.  A quorum being present, the meeting was called to order.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Burnside, Kerby, Little, Farmer, Wagers, Powell, Hembree, Terrill

OFFICIALS: Stone, Chasteen, Meeks, Jackson, Fortner, VanWinkle, Curtis, Schrader, Hurt

VISITORS: Seth Littrell, Bill Woods, Jr. Chasteen, Lynetta Chasteen, Tara Bellando, Randy Coffey, David Powell

DAVID POWELL – SNOW WHITE LAUNDRY 
Mr. Powell addressed the mayor and city council concerning a letter he received from the city in regards to his business; Snow White Laundry.  He felt he was targeted and would like justification as to why he was being charged $100 for an occupational business license when he had never received this before, and why would it now be annually? Other business around and near him are not paying this fee?  Mayor Connelly read the ordinance noting the specific types of business that require additional fees; George Wyatt had previously raised the same issue a few months ago. Discussion was held among the council and agreed upon to hold a work session prior to next council meeting to look at the ordinance and review the fees for all business.
RANDY COFFEY – US 25 YARD SALE
Mr. Coffey surveyed various restaurants and businesses throughout town after the week-end of the US 25 Yard Sale event; most reported increased sales and visitors; some saw no difference. Many businesses encouraged the city to allow the event again next year. The US68 yard sales organizers have a web site for their event; it would be good if the city would invest in advertisements and commercials to get the word out.  In addition we should have other events in town that week-end to get people to come to Berea.  He suggested for the city to look into “Painting the Town” to upgrade some of the older buildings in town.  We need to get the word out early next year and advertise through tourism.  
AUDIT & FINANCE COMMITTEE – V. BURNSIDE

The city received the letter from Ray, Foley & Hensley to audit the financial statements of the year ending, 2013.  The audit report would be completed no later than October 31, 2013 with a fee not to exceed $33,300; a split between the city and the utility department.   Additional fees would incur if we have an A-133 Audit. Burnside moved, Wagers seconded to accept the letter of understanding authorizing the mayor to sign the letter.  All ayes, motion approved.
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VISITORS:

Tara Bellando announced the annual Berea Arts & Crafts festival will be held at Indian Fort the week-end of July 12-14.  She was on the noon show for WTVQ today, and is scheduled for five more interviews this week. There will be 127 vendors displaying their works this year and 9 food vendors. She thanked the city for all of the assistance they do during the fair, and invited everyone to come out and visit.
DEPARTMENT HEADS: 
Belle Jackson, Tourism Director; updated the council of the latest numbers registered to attend the “Learn Shops”.  As of this morning, 912 have registered; which averages approximately 25 new people a day calling in to register.  The motels are getting booked.  There are 120 different offerings; 200 sessions that we could offer, and we are hoping to sell out.  The mural will be painted on the wall at the Broadway Building this Saturday.  We are looking for volunteers throughout the week-end.  Ms. Jackson encouraged everyone to sign up for a Learn Shop class. 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT: R. STONE
· July 1 started our new fiscal year; the auditors are in house now reviewing our books, minutes and personnel items and doing the preliminary work; they will be back the first of September to start the Audit. 
· We are making some progress on the Bratcher Lane Project; we have received the contracts to move the Utilities.  We made quite a bit of progress with emails today to get the last easement cleared; we are ready to bid the project.

· We have completed the plans for the connector route on the Shared Use Path at Mayde/595; we are getting the bid process ready and we are working with District 7 to get the signalization.  We hope to get this project out for bid within the next 30 days.

· The Street Department has completed the drainage projects on both Ellipse Street, and Terri Avenue. 
· We are trying to catch up on all the mowing and weed eating; we have been behind with all the rain we are having. 

· Andy Barr will be in the Community Room tomorrow from 10 – 11; his representatives will then be here the first Wednesday of each month to visit with residents. 

· We did a walk through on the Water Street Project with CDP Engineering; we have the bonds and insurance in place and ready for Ford Contracting to begin this project. 
· We held a meeting with Berea College to continue our Mutual Aid Agreement with them; they are listing all of the equipment they have, and the buildings the city could make use of in case of an emergency.  We will be sharing our list of equipment with them as well. 
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· We are investigating a number of roof leaks we are experiencing in Building # 2 at the Utility Bldg; we hope to solve much of leaking with some patch work soon.

Questions:

Little asked about road side weed spraying; Stone stated the street department recently sprayed but the rains came shortly there after.  They will be making another trip along the ditch lines soon.

Powell stated the stop light at South Dogwood and North Dogwood needs to be checked; traffic is backing up and people are cutting across the parking lot of the Minute Mart.  The road stripping on Plaza Drive and Prince Royal is pretty faded out; Stone stated Central Seal will be in town this week to look at some of the bad areas. 

MAYORS COMMENTS:   

Several weeks ago I forwarded the council a proposal from Spectrum Consultants concerning their possible preliminary market analysis for the retirement community.  Kerby suggested holding a discussion in a council work session prior to the next council meeting for general information. 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:

Hembree: Congratulated Ms. Berea; Jenna Day for being crowned Ms. Kentucky; she will represent Berea well and will represent Kentucky very well.  She is the second Ms. Berea to be Ms. Kentucky in three years.

Kerby: Can we get an update from the Human Rights Commission in regards to the work they have done thus far?  Mayor Connelly suggested having someone give a report at our next meeting; they will be holding their regular meeting next Monday at 6:30 in the Community Room if anyone wishes to attend.
Meeting adjourned: 7:15 p.m. 

