BEREA CITY COUNCIL               REGULAR MEETING                 MAY 21, 2013
The Berea City Council met in a regular session, Tuesday, May 21, 2013 at 6:30 p.m., Mayor Steven Connelly presiding.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Burnside, Kerby, Little, Farmer, Wagers, Powell, Hembree, Terrill
OFFICIALS: Gilbert, Stone, Chasteen, McCay, VanWinkle, Fortner, Meeks, Gregory, Curtis, Schrader, Jackson, Hurt

VISITORS: Seth Littrell, Bill Woods, Tim Taylor, Randy Coffey, Faye Barry,  Peter Hackbert, Wendy Lynch, EPG Class of Berea College (Peter Hackbert’s students)
A quorum being present; Mayor Connelly called the meeting to order.

Mayor Connelly called for an amendment to the agenda to add the “Come In We’re Local” Proclamation.  Wagers moved, Farmer seconded to amend the agenda; all ayes.  Motion approved.

Mayor Connelly asked for a moment of acknowledgment for the passing of Sheriff Jerry Combs and his family; he was a long time police officer with the city. 

PROCLAMATION; COME IN WE’RE LOCAL
Mayor Connelly read the proclamation proclaiming the week of June 3, 2013 as “Come In We’re Local” in the City of Berea.  Jacob Burdette, a student of Peter Hackbert’s Berea College’s Entrepreneurship for the Public Good class accepted the proclamation and gave a brief presentation.  The goal of the class is to promote local businesses in Berea and to encourage citizens to support our local economy. 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: MAY 7, 2013
Farmer moved; Kerby seconded to approve the minutes of May 7, 2013.  All ayes; minutes approved. 
ORDINANCE #06-2013; AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BEREA, KY, PROVIDING THAT THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF BEREA, KY, BE AMENDED BY REVISING CHAPTER 52: GARAGE AND YARD SALES BY AMENDING SECTIONS 52.002, REQUIRING A PERMIT TO CONDUCT A YARD OR GARAGE SALE, AND 52,003, PROVIDING FOR REGULATIONS ON THE FREQUENCY AND LOCATION OF GARAGE AND YARD SALES. -2ND READING
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Corporate Counsel read the ordinance by title and summary; Codes Administrator Dale VanWinkle prepared an amendment to Item A of Section II of the ordinance; the proposed change would make it easier to track yard sale locations on the computer software.  Mayor Connelly read the proposed change; “The license shall be issued to any address for no more than three (3) sales of up to three (3) consecutive days within a twelve (12) month calendar year period.  
There must be a thirty (30) day interval between the permitted sales in a twelve (12) month calendar year period.” Powell questioned the $5 fee, proposed to change the ordinance.  
Farmer moved, Little seconded to amend the ordinance changing the proposed wording; all ayes. Ordinance amended.  

Further discussion was held regarding changing or reducing the permit fee; Little moved to reduce the $5 fee to $2; Hembree seconded.  Roll call vote: Terrill-yes, Hembree-yes, Powell-yea, Wagers-yes, Farmer-yes, Little-yes, Kerby-no, Burnside-no.  Ordinance amended to reduce the fee to $2.

Terrill moved, Powell seconded to approve the ordinance as amended on both issues. Roll call vote: Terrill-yes, Hembree-yes, Powell-yes, Wagers-yes, Farmer-yes, Little-yes, Kerby-no, Burnside-no.  Ordinance #06-2013 adopted.

ORDINANCE #07-2013; AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BEREA, KY, PROVIDING THAT THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF BEREA, KY, BE AMENDED BY AMENDING CHAPTER 71, BY ADDING SECTIONS 71.5000 THROUGH 71.509 ESTABLISHING PROCEDURES FOR ABANDONED PROPERTY LOCATED IN THE CITY LIMITS IN BEREA. – 2ND READING.  
Corporate Counsel read the ordinance by title and summary. Burnside moved, Farmer seconded to approve Ordinance #07-2013.  Roll call vote: Burnside-yes, Kerby-yes, Little-yes, Farmer-yes, Wagers-yes, Powell-yes, Hembree-yes, Terrill-yes, ordinance adopted.

ORDINANCE #09-2013; FIRST SUPPLEMENTAL GENERAL BOND ORDINANCE RELATING TO THE ISSUANCE OF UTILITY SYSTEM REVENUE BONDS, AMENDING THE GENERAL BOND ORDINANCE ADOPTED ON DECEMBER 21, 2004. – 2nd Reading
Corporate Counsel read the ordinance by title and summary.  Kerby moved, Terrill 2nd to approve Ordinance #09-2013. Roll call vote: Burnside-yes, Kerby-yes, Little-yes, Farmer-yes, Wagers-yes, Powell-yes, Hembree-yes, Terrill-yes, ordinance adopted. 
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ORDINANCE #10-2013; ADOPTING SUPPLEMENT CODE OF ORDINANCES – 1ST READING 
Corporate Counsel read the ordinance by title and summary. 

ORDINANCE #11-2013; FIREWORKS REGULATION ORDINANCE AMENDMENT – 1ST READING

Corporate Counsel read the ordinance by title and summary, noting changes to provisions and regulations.  Codes Administrator Dale VanWinkle stated the ordinance will now limit days and hours that fireworks can be shot, and the sale locations allowed in zones B2 and B4 only.
AUDIT & FINANCE – V. BURNSIDE
The council met in a work session earlier this evening to review the 2013-14 Budgets; it looks to be a sound budget.

Burnside moved to accept the bid for the Water Street Drainage Improvement Project from Ford Contracting for the amount $186,000; Little seconded, all ayes.  Contract awarded.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS:
Randy Coffey thanked the council and the mayor for the passage of the yard sale ordinance to hold it for all three days.  
DEPARTMENT HEADS: 

B. Jackson-Tourism Director; reminded the council that “L & N Days” will be held Saturday, June 1st, the Car Show will also be held on Saturday, June 1st, and the KY Guild Fair will be held on Sat. and Sun. , June 1st and 2nd. 
The Tourism Commission would like to schedule another joint meeting with the council possibly next month.
D. Gregory, Police Chief; informed the council of the arrangements for Sheriff Jerry Combs funeral.  Visitation will be Friday from 3: pm-9: pm, and the funeral Saturday at 11: am at Church on the Rock.

911 Funding and CSEPP; In 2008 the City of Berea joined the county 911 program and in 2010 the City of Richmond joined; in 2010 the land lines fee funds generated 1.016 million with all three governments. In 2011 the funding was $9,460,773, a loss of nearly $70,000.  The anticipated funds for 2012 is $8,300,430 another $70,000 loss, if the current projections hold true, in 12 years there will be no funding.  The only revenue 911 receives is the telephone tax for 
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the land lines, and the government generated funds.  Budget and expenses are 1.6 million.  CSEPP is not funded by 911 at all, it is separate entity.  There is a sub-committee of the 911 board that is looking at other possible revenue sources. Other counties in KY are also facing the same problem.  The CAD System was recently upgraded, but the Pubic Service Assistance Program will 
need to be updated in the next 5 to 7 years.   We will have to upgrade in order to accept text messaging; possibly by 2015.  Mayor Connelly suggested calling a meeting prior to the next joint government meeting to discuss future funding needs. 
CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – R. STONE
· I appreciate the council’s time this evening in discussing the 2013-14 Budget; and I appreciate the time the department heads spent in preparing their departmental budgets.  This was the first time working with the new Spring Brook Software, and many changes have taken place.  We have created two different line items in this budget; a Fund Balance Reserve and a Capital Sinking Fund. Normally we would state the beginning fund balance alone, but we established a two million dollar Fund Balance Reserve which is equal to a two month operational cost for the city, minus the purchase of any capital purchases.  We established a policy that the money can not be touched unless there is a budget amendment that would have to be passed by the council.  The Capital Sinking Fund; these funds are to be used for capital purchases only, and we suggest it not be touched for at least three years.  These are two very positive financial goals we have accomplished.  The Fund Balance Reserve is not budgeted for anything; very similar to a rainy day fund. We have 4.5 million in CD’s, and additional funds are in our general fund account.  Overall, the city is in good shape. 
· We will have a 2% increase in payroll.

· Our Health Benefits will remain with Bluegrass Family Health; the employees will receive the same benefits as last year with no cost increase to anyone. We will receive a rebate this year due to a very low experience factor to our premium.

· Delta Dental did not increase their premiums.

· We only had a 7% increase on the property and liability insurance through Travelers Insurance.

· We do have the continuation of the Indian Fort Trail project in this budget.

· The General Fund has assumed the entire cost of the bus service for this year; Tourism will cover the cost for the trolley.

· The master plan for the renovation of City Hall, the future of our police and fire departments, and possible infrastructure to our park is in this budget.
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· With the help of state monies we anticipate an increase to our transportation infrastructure of around twenty-two million.  We will see the Menelaus Pike Project be bid out, and we will move forward with the Water Street Project as soon as possible, we plan to have the Bratcher Lane Project ready for bid in July, and the US25 North/By-Pass Projects should be take place in the next fiscal year. 
· Tourism will continue with the Learn Shops and advertising to promote the City of Berea.
· There will be a 4.5% increase to our electric rates, this is a pass through rate we receive from K.U., and unfortunately we have to pass this rate on to our consumers.  There will not be any increase to our water or sewer rates. No increase to the service charge, the increase is to the customer’s usage only.
COUNCIL COMMENTS:

Hembree: Keep our thoughts and prayers with the Combs family.

The remainder of the council comments all agreed and offered their sympathy to entire Combs Family.

Meeting adjourned: 8 p.m. 

