BEREA CITY COUNCIL                REGULAR MEETING                  MAY 7, 2013
The Berea City Council met in a regular session, Tuesday, May 7, 2013 at 6:30 p.m., Mayor Steven Connelly presiding.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Burnside, Little, Farmer, Wagers, Powell, Hembree, Terrill

ABSENT: Kerby

OFFICIALS: Gilbert, Stone, Chasteen, VanWinkle, Gregory, Curtis, Fortner, McCay, Meeks, Jackson, Puckett, Hurt

VISITORS: Colton Hall, Beth Meyers, Bob Walling, C. Lewis Dixon, Martin Luftman, Bill Woods, Tim Taylor, Lukas Gabbard, Adriannah Willis, Leandra Campbell, Jennifer Webb, Cammle Ford, James Hampton, Rob Ward, Randy Coffey, Bob Flynn, Emily Sizemore

A quorum being present, Mayor Connelly called the meeting to order.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: APRIL 16, 2013

Farmer moved, Little seconded to approve the minutes of April 16, 2013; all ayes.  Minutes approved.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES; SPECIAL CALLED MEETING: APRIL 30, 2013

Burnside moved, Wagers seconded to approve the minutes of the special called meeting of April 30, 2013; all ayes.  Minutes approved. 

MADISON COUNTY YOUTH IN ACTION – JENNIFER WEBB
Ms. Webb stated that the mission of the group is to reduce underage drinking in Madison County; it was formed in 2006.  The Youth in Action received a $20,000 Federal Grant and they are using the money to promote their campaign with various events.  April is Alcohol Awareness Month. One of the campaigns efforts was to select an “Officer of the Year”.  Adriannah Willis presented honors to the Berea Police Officers who participated in the “Sticker Shock Campaign”; Officer Eric Davidson and Officer Cody Shepherd.  Emily Sizemore announced the candidates they nominated from the BPD for the “Officer of the Year”; Joe Johnson, Casey Botkin, Bill Eckler and Danny McGuire.  Officer Casey Botkin was awarded as “Officer of the Year” for his efforts in keeping our community safe.  Ms. Webb thanked the mayor and council for allowing the youth to come before them to make these presentations. Tonight’s awards are dedicated to Blake Cohorn; he was the five year old killed April 22nd in Woodford Co., when a drunk driver hit the vehicle he and his family were in.
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PROCLAMATION – NATIONAL POLICE WEEK
Mayor Connelly read the proclamation recognizing May 12-18, 2013 as Police Week in the City of Berea.  Chief Gregory accepted the Proclamation.
OPEN BIDS: WATER STREET DRAINAGE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
Seven (7) Bids were received; Mayor Connelly opened and read the bid amounts:

1. Lagco, Inc. - 


$249,141.00

2. Keeton Enterprises, Inc. - 
$324,888.98 

3. The Allen Company -
$258,804.65

4. DMH Construction, Inc. -
$194,427.50

5. Ford Contracting, Inc. -
$186,000.00

6. WPG, LLC -


$329,931.80

7. Grants Excavating -

$295,524.00

Bids will be turned over CDP Engineers for review and referral to the Finance Committee.

ORDINANCE #05-2013; AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BEREA, KY, AMENDING THE 2012-2013 FISCAL YEAR BUDGET FOR THE CITY OF BEREA, ORDINANCE #08-12 REVENUES AND EXPENDITURES. – 2ND READING. 

Corporate Counsel read the ordinance by title and summary; Burnside moved, Farmer seconded to approve the ordinance.  Roll call vote, all ayes; ordinance adopted. 

ORDINANCE #08-2013; AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BEREA, KY, VACATING AND CLOSING CERTAIN PLATTED RIGHTS-OF WAY WITHIN THE CITY IF BEREA, KY, KNOWN AS WARWICK DRIVE, FOR A DISTANCE OF 2,300 FEET MORE OR LESS; DORCHESTER WAY, FOR DISTANCES OF 1,400 AND 650 FEET MORE OR LESS; AND WALNUT CREEK DRIVE , FOR A DISTANCE OF 2,200 FEET MORE OR LESS; ALL AS SHOWN IN A PLAT MISTAKENLY RECORDED IN PLAT BOOK 24, SLIDE 6, IN THE OFFICE OF THE MADISON COUNTY CLERK. – 2ND READING
Corporate Counsel read the ordinance by title and summary; Wagers moved, Farmer seconded to approve the ordinance.  Roll call vote, all ayes; ordinance adopted.

ORDINANCE #06-2013; YARD SALE ORDINANCE AMENDMENT – 1ST READING

Corporate Counsel read the ordinance by title and summary; noting the amendments.
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ORDINANCE 07-2013; ABANDONED PROPERTY ORDINANCE AMENDMENT – 1ST READING

Corporate Counsel read the ordinance by title and summary; noting the amendments. 
ORDINANCE #09-2013; UTILITY REVENUE BONDS – 1ST READING

Corporate Counsel read the ordinance by title and summary noting the amendment to item #1002 of Section 1. 

AUDIT & FINANCE COMMITTEE – V. BURNSIDE

No report.

VISITORS: None

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS

No additional.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – R. STONE

· Prior to the next council meeting we will hold a work session to review the 2013-2014 Budget in preparation for passage in June.
· The City did not experience any water problems with the recent heavy rains we received.

· Utility Director, Ed Fortner has attended meetings with K.U. to finalize our rates for our Electric/Utilities; we expect an increase on our transmission rate, possibly between 4-5%.

· The Walnut Meadow Pump Station will start up tomorrow; we hope to have it placed into full operation this week.

· The lights are installed and up along the intersections on the By-Pass; hopefully all of them will be working within the next two weeks.
· After Berea Community School is out we plan to start work on the drainage project on Ellipse Street; we have two boxes to install on Hidden Creek Drive, and if weather permits we will complete the drainage project on Terri Avenue.
· The Engineers estimated the Water Street Drainage Project to be $229,000; the original budget on this project is $298,000.  The bids we received this evening were in that range; we have discovered that we will need a temporary easement for the movement of equipment, we should have it completed prior to the start of the project.

· We removed the old porch on the cabin down in Ole Town and we are trying to make a decision about replacing it.  Ms. Moore said cabins didn’t originally have porches.  We talked about adding a stage on the side, please go by, have a look, and give us some feed back.
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· We are nearing the completion of having the last easement signed on the Bratcher Lane Project; paperwork is processing and should be to us soon.

· We are experiencing a lot of rain-outs at the Park this spring for the ball games, but things are moving along with the pool; pool passes are on sale now. We have an EKU student working 300 hours of service in the Park Office.

· Chief Gregory has been asked to be a part of a group through the academy at EKU to work on job task analysis for police officers throughout the state.  This will also give a good analysis of how we compare in the pay and job descriptions.
· Most all of our employees attended a “Drug Free Workplace” training session last week; this allows us to receive a 5% discount on our workers comp insurance from KLC.  Also, during the training all employees received a thumb drive with the updated Personnel Policies and Procedures. 

· Financially, we are doing well; we will invest another 100,000 in a CD this week.

· Many of our employees and many citizens began today to participate with the Urban Institute; this is part of the NEA Grant of $67,000 we received for signage throughout town; Tourism, Berea College and the Arts Council.
· I am glad to see the Police Department was recognized this evening; I also would like to recognize our Fire Department.  We received two letters of appreciation for the job they did during a fire in Roselawn and the fire at Novelis. 

MAYOR’S COMMENTS: 
· Congratulations from the city to Vi and Jack Farmer for their upcoming 59th wedding anniversary. 

· There is a viable interest from many citizens for the United Church Homes to locate in Berea but they have reported that they are not in a position to develop anything here at this time.  The citizens group is discussing alternate options for other organizations to build a retirement community in Berea.  A preliminary feasibility study needs to take place to give basic background information about Berea to possibly entice an organization to consider locating in here. The council is requested to consider funding a market analysis that is estimated to cost between five and ten thousand dollars to gather an assessment of Berea so that we will have a data base to give out.  It was suggested that Spectrum Consultant’s out of Gastonia, N.C., who have worked with the Presbyterian Group in Louisville, would be a good choice.  Please give me some feed back if you feel this would be an important item to add to our budget.  I will send out a follow up.
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COUNCIL COMMENTS: 

Hembree – thanks to the Madison County Youth in Action for what they do in our community; congratulations to the officers who were nominated, and congratulations to Casey Botkin for the Officer of Year Award. I appreciate the families of all our first responders who share their family members to help protect ours. Thank you to Belle Jackson for all the work with Randy Coffey and the US 25 Yard Sale Event, I believe you are doing just what the committee envisioned. 
Congratulations to the Berea College graduates of 2013, best of luck in your future and I hope they always remember their Berea experience.

Terrill – the Tourism Board gets paid $30 a month; I would like to propose to the council to give them a raise in the next budget, they spend more on gas just getting to the meetings.
Burnside suggested Mr. Terrill to submit his proposal to the Finance Committee. 

Meeting adjourned: 7:20 p.m. 

_______________________________

Mayor








__________________________








City Clerk

