BEREA CITY COUNCIL         REGULAR MEETING          SEPTEMBER 3, 2013
The Berea City Council met in a regular session; Tuesday, September 3, 2013 at 6:30 p.m., Mayor Connelly presiding.  A quorum being present, the meeting was called to order. 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  Burnside, Kerby, Farmer, Wagers, Powell, Hembree, Terrill

ABSENT: Little

OFFICIALS:  Stone, Chasteen, Curtis, Puckett, Torbeck, Fortner, VanWinkle, McCay, Meeks, Howard, Hurt

VISITORS: Seth Littrell, Bill Woods, Rachael White, Sarah Broomfield, Diana Hays, Robert New, Elizabeth Crowe, Paula Dunson Wood, Jon Rogers, Lisa Vaughn, Carla Gilbert, Bryan Thomas, Janice Blythe, Kathy Boyce, Steve Boyce, Beth Bissinger, Mary Harrell, Tina Parker, Lezlie Struss, Jr. & Lynetta Chasteen, Mike Hogg, Linda Jennings, Glenn Jennings, Austin Jennings, Lisa Shroyer, David Shroyer, Loyal Jones, Robert Shaffer, Jeannette Rowlett, Jim Lucas, Charles Wilton, Carolyn Miller, Dorie Hubbard, Tom Hubbard, Carol Shaffer, Laurie Robie, Betty Hibler, Joan Moore, Michelle Tooley, Mim Pride, Jeanette Campbell, Meta Medel Reyes, Judith Faulkner, Kate Grigg, Kent Gilbert, Blythe Usher, Rachel Stokes, Lee Etta Cummings, Deborah Payne
Mayor Connelly called for an amendment to the agenda to recognize the Berea Municipal Utilities Linemen, and the add Ordinance #19-2013; Ad Valorem Taxes. No objections.
UTILITY DEPARTMENT ELECTRIC LINEMEN RECOGNITION

Director, Ed Fortner announced the Berea Municipal Utility Linemen crew recently participated in a Electric Linemen Rodeo that was held in Nicholasville; the crews placed first and second in both individual and team awards.  The men had to climb a 40 foot pole and change out fuses “old school way” rather then using bucket trucks like they do now.  Berea received 18 of 30 individual awards during the event, and they are already looking forward to next year’s event. 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES; AUGUST 20, 2013
Farmer moved; Kerby seconded to approve the minutes of August 20, 2013. All ayes. 

BEREA COMMUNITY SCHOOL UPDATE – MIKE HOGG

Superintendent Mike Hogg presented a progress update to the council; graduation rates are at 95.9%, up from the previous year’s rate; and more students are career ready when they graduate.  Construction on the roof is continuing and perimeter insulation has been added to help reduce energy cost.  
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HUMAN RIGHTS COMMISSION AWARD – LISA VAUGHN
Lisa Vaughn, Chairperson of the Human Rights Commission stated the commission was established to promote mutual understanding and respect among all economic, social, racial, religion, sex, age and ethnic groups, and eliminate discrimination of all citizens.  Commission members present were introduced. 
Carla Gilbert stated that on Sept. 1, 1968 a racial shooting took place in Berea; Mr. Leon Boggs, an African American resident of Berea and Mr. Elza Rucker a white organization member from Lexington were killed.   Reverend Bob Shaffer along with Ms. Mary Farris was elected to co-chair a group called “Concerned Citizens”.  The group raised funds for legal defense of several young black men from the community who were arrested and waiting for trial; murder charges were eventually dropped and lesser charges were satisfied with fines and time served. In recognition of the 45 years since the event, the Berea H.R.C. has established the first annual John G. Fee Award on behalf of the Concerned Citizens. Reverend Shaffer was selected to receive the award; he spoke briefly about the day the shooting occurred and how the “Concerned Citizens Group” was established.
Ms. Carolyn Miller spoke to the council; Mr. Boggs was her cousin and her brother-in-law was in the incident; after his death many local towns’ residents and family gathered at her home to talk about what was going to happen afterwards.  Mayor Connelly informed the council that at the time we had a deputy sheriff by the name of Leon Fisk who was very instrumental in helping to bring order to the town after the incident.
PROCLAMATION – CONSTITUTION WEEK

Mayor Connelly read the proclamation declaring Sept. 17th – Sept. 23rd as Constitution Week. Linda Jennings accepted the proclamation on behalf of the Berea Laurel Ridge Chapter of the Daughters of American Revolution. 

OPEN BIDS – HOULE AGI-POMPE/PUMP – UTILITY DEPT.
Three (3) bids were received:

Dairy Express Services, LLC - $21,995.00

Valley Farmer Co-op - $19,971.00

Hobdy, Dye & Read, Inc. - $18,449.64

Bids will be turned over for review and a recommendation will be made to the Finance Committee for approval.
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CHANGE ORDER #1 – FOLK CENTER RENOVATION APPLIANCES

City Administrator Stone, informed the council this change order is needed to add an ice maker to the kitchen facility and a wire shelving unit. Total additional cost is $4,112.00; making the revised contract price $53,314.00.  Burnside moved; Terrill seconded to approve the change order.  All ayes. 

ORDINANCE #17-2013; AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BEREA, KY, EXEMPTING PITTSBURGH GLASS WORKS, LLC, FROM CITY TAXATION. – 2ND READING
Mayor Connelly read the ordinance in its entirety; Wagers moved; Farmer seconded to approve and adopt the ordinance.  Roll call vote; all ayes.

ORDINANCE #18-2013 – EAST CENTER STREET OVERLAY DISTRICT – 1ST READING
Mayor Connelly read the ordinance in its entirety.

ORDINANCE #19-2013 – AD VALOREM TAXES – 1ST READING
Mayor Connelly read the ordinance in its entirety. 

AUDIT & FINANCE COMMITTEE – V. BURNSIDE

Burnside reported that the committee met earlier this evening and heard a proposal from County Clerk Kenny Barger for the clerk’s office renovation project.  Discussion was held for the compensation ordinance of the mayor’s salary; and we received another request for funding, we do not have determination as of yet.
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS:

Austin Jennings stated he was attending the council meeting to observe and take notes for his Government Class at Berea Community School. 

Jim Lucas, Center Street, wrote a letter to the editor last week with information concerning a local initiative to hold an election for a wet vote for Berea; this morning petition cards were mailed to all registered voters within the city limits.  Once the cards are filled out and returned; they will be sent to the County Clerk requesting an election for alcohol sales.  This is strictly an economic progress issue for Berea; we believe if Berea votes to go wet it will bring new business and more tourists to visit the city.  We believe many people that voted no the last time alcohol was on the ballot, will now vote yes, mainly for economic development.  
Mr. Bob Shaffer added two names he forgot to mention earlier regarding the Concerned Citizens group; Loyal Jones lead a Human Relations Council not long after the shooting that later ceased; and Beth Meyers wrote an article about the event and details surrounding the shooting.
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CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – R. STONE 
· The reading of Ordinance #19-2013 is to establish our Ad Valorem Tax rate for this year; it is above the compensating rate.  We will advertise and hold a public hearing regarding the new rate and the amount of income it will bring in. The rate is .10 per 100, the same as it was in 2007. 
· Personnel matters:

Paul Schrader has tendered his resignation from the GIS/Street Dept.

Darrell Hurt was terminated of his duties as GIS Coordinator with the Utility Dept.

Evan Eckler resigned from the Fire Department two weeks ago, and Mark Adams, also Fire Department resigned today.  New hires for fire department must now complete a Candidate Physical Ability Test prior to an interview.  Chief Curtis has been working with our volunteers to complete this test, and many of them have now completed the test and are certified. 
· Mr. Vanwinkle has been notified by the state that he and his department have full jurisdiction on all buildings; commercial and residential inspections.  We will be moving his entire department back to city hall and Jared Patterson, GIS, will be moving down to the Utility Building to assist utilities with their projects. 
· Dwayne Brumley has been hired as the new Street Superintendent; he will begin Oct. 1st.
· The Water Street Project started today; Ford Contracting has moved equipment in and began boring under HWY1016 for the drainage.

· Next week, the state will receive bids on the Menelaus Pike Project; we hope to award the bid within the next 30 days and begin work. The Allen Company received notice to proceed with the work for the Bike Path Connector. 

· All the kitchen appliances for the Folk Center have been ordered; we hope to have everything in prior to the Spoon Bread Festival in order to allow the Chamber “cooks” time to learn how to operate the new equipment. 

· The State is working on acquiring Rights-of-Way on 25 North; they have three (3) appraiser’s who have state wide contracts, the state is working with them to purchase the property, but if the appraiser’s cannot get the process going the city will purchase the properties. The state will pay for it, and we would do the work.  Surveyors were on the By-Pass today to look at the second Phase of the By-Pass.  By the end of this year the Transportation Cabinet will release one billion dollars in state road projects, we will stand to get some of these funds if we get our Rights-of-Way purchases cleared. 
· Two (2) drainage boxes were installed on Pauley Drive; One (1) yard drain on Red Bud; boxes and pipe are ordered for Hidden Creek and we should be able to start on Ridge Avenue next week.  Within two weeks work 
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· should start on Pinnacle Street.  Delta Gas was working a gas line repair on Bond Street today.
· Parking in front of Deep Green will be reduced; the city needs approximately 177 feet to accommodate our equipment in case of fire.

· We will be able to remark the parking spaces on Short Street; we will also do some curb work in the area.

· Utility Director, Ed Ford and I interviewed engineering firms for the upgrade of the Owsley Fork Damn; the bid was awarded to Bell Engineering. We hope to increase the damn size, and the water storage, as part of the upgrade.
· Mr. VanWinkle, Mr. Hogg and I traveled to Garrard Co. this morning to look at their new aluminum bleachers.  We are talking about installing some new seating at our football stadium and I will discuss this further with the council in the near future.

· The city has entered into a condemnation order with Chase Bank on the property at the end of Bratcher Lane; the order appointing the commissioners was entered by the court last Friday, once the commissioners come back with the fair market assessment of the property, we will then pay the amount to the court and be granted entry to the property. 

· The paperwork for the Hawley property has been completed but not filed.

· We will receive bids for the street resurfacing project for this year at the next council meeting.  

QUESTIONS: 
Terrill – is the salary for the new superintendent more than the previous one’s salary; Stone stated it is more due to the 2% increase.   

Where are we at on the Indian Fort Trail Project?  Stone stated due to the dampness of the area, the equipment has been getting stuck.  We will start again as soon as possible.

Burnside – who will be working on the land acquisition work with the state?  Stone stated he and Mr. VanWinkle will work on this project. 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:

Kerby – this was a very interesting meeting; everything from taxes to alcohol and in between.  Congratulations to Mr. Schaffer on received the John G. Fee recognition; it was good to hear from Mr. Hogg about all the wonderful things that are happening at school; and congratulations to our Utility Dept on Electric Rodeo awards. 
Farmer – Echo what Ms. Kerby said, there are a lot of interesting things happening in town. 
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Hembree – congratulations to Mr. Schaffer and the other committee members; thanks to the Human Rights Commission for their work; and thanks to the Daughters of the American Revolution for the book they presented us.

Terrill – the new Street Superintendent just submitted his application last Thursday and was given the job very quick? 

Meeting adjourned; 8 p.m.
