BEREA CITY COUNCIL             REGULAR MEETING             AUGUST 6, 2013
The Berea City Council met in a regular session; Tuesday, August 6, 2013 at 6:30 p.m., Mayor Steven Connelly presiding.  A quorum being present, the meeting was called to order.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Burnside, Kerby, Little, Farmer, Wagers, Powell, Hembree, Terrill
OFFICIALS: Gilbert, Stone, Chasteen, McCay, Meeks, VanWinkle, Jackson, Torbeck, Fortner, Puckett, Hurt

VISITORS: Seth Littrell, Frank Pruitt, Beth Meyers

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: JULY 16, 2013

Farmer moved, Wagers seconded to approve the minutes with a correction of spelling of McMafee to Menifee.  All ayes; minutes approved as corrected.
OPEN BIDS – KITCHEN EQUIPMENT FOR THE FOLK CENTER
One (1) bid was received from C-Worth Superstore in the amount of $49,202.00.  Mayor Connelly opened the bid and referred it to the Audit & Finance Committee for review and acceptance. 

OPEN BIDS – MAYDE/595 BIKE PATH CONNECTOR
Four (4) bids were received:
1. Randle-Davies Company - $115, 927.75

2. The Allen Company - $97,420.95

3. Todd Johnson Contracting - $214,571.16

4. WPG, LLC - $116,463.70

Mayor Connelly opened the bids; bids will be referred to the Audit & Finance Committee for review and acceptance. 
ORDINANCE #16-2013; DECLARING SURPLUS PROPERTY – 1st READING
Corporate Counsel read the ordinance by title and summary.

AUDIT & FINANCE COMMITTEE – V. BURNSIDE
No report. 

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS
Jeanette Rowlette, Executive Director of the KY Guild proposed to the council and city to invest $20,000.00 for the completion of eight rooms of a building the Guild has purchased on North Broadway.  The Guild would teach visual art classes April through September each year; and Learn Shops during December. The Guild would like to collaborate with Berea Tourism as part of 
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their Learn Shops.  Kerby asked for a business plan including the Guild’s budget and programs.
DEPARTMENT HEADS

No additional reports

CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – R. STONE
· The bid that was opened for the kitchen at the Folk Center is a full set-up replacement.  We have completely torn everything out of the kitchen and it is being re-worked by park and city personnel.  We will look at the bid and will need to get with the committee soon in order to get the equipment in, in a timely manner; the Spoon Bread Festival will be here soon.
· The Bike Path Connector on Mayde Road; this is dollars from the Tourism Budget and three of the bids we received came in under the engineering cost of $130,000.  The traffic signals will be reconfigured at the intersection by the state.
· To date; all the drawings for the Utilities on Menelaus Road have been approved by the state and have been sent back to CPD Engineers, we will be sending this project out for bid next month.

· The Water Street Project was a fully executed contract of $288,000 to complete the project; the bid came in from Ford Contracting at $186,000 and was awarded to them; as the city we were to pay for all the engineering.  We added the cost of rights of way and easements; the department of local government has not released funds so the project has not been started yet.  It is estimated we will need to spend another $8,000 for additional engineering cost for added drainage.
· We are still working with Chase Bank to get the release to start the Bratcher Lane Project.

· Central Seal is sending someone here tomorrow to look at the intersections that need to be restriped. 

· We will be working on some drainage projects during the next month on the following locations; Pauley Court, Hidden Creek Drive, Pinnacle Street, and we will clean out a culvert on Ridge Avenue. 

· Brush pick-up was completed last week; the Street Department is now spraying alongside the road ways and culverts.

· The Indian Fort Trail excavation work has begun. 

· Utilities Director, Ed Fortner has announced that the department received the NRCS Grant in the amount of $488,000. The grant will go towards the Owsley Fork Dam upgrade.  We have put out an RFQ for engineering; next week we will hold some phone interviews for the planning of the upgrade.  This will be a three-phase process; plans, design and 
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· construction.  We hope to add a project, adding additional depth to the lake.  
· We have received very little feedback concerning the new directional signs for the city; if you receive any positive or negative comments, please let us know.
· The Finance Director invested $150,000 in our “Sinking Fund” last week; we plan to on depositing $50,000 each month.

Questions: 

Terrill; asked about getting a turn lane at the stop light on the By-Pass and the Industrial Park; traffic gets back up when the industries let out. 

Wagers; the attendance at the out door concert was low last week; do we advertise?   Tourism Director Belle Jackson introduced our new Parks Director, Josh Torbeck and stated that yes, the Tourism and Parks & Recreation uses social media to get the word out, and events are listed on the Community Calendar of the Berea Citizen.  Robbie Bartlett will be here this Friday night; in case of rain the event will be moved to the Folk Center. Terrill suggested the events be moved to Memorial Park for the shade.  
MAYOR’S COMMENTS:
· Joshua Bills has agreed to serve on the Board of Zoning adjustments; Farmer moved, Wagers seconded the appointment; all ayes.

· Kentucky Housing Corporation has notified us by mail that they are planning on intent to apply for funding for a re-hab of the Glades Village Units.  
· Mayor Barnes and I attended the Airport Board meeting today; I advised the airport board of what the city council is requesting.  They will send a representative to attend a council meeting to bring us updates; they will send us their financial statements monthly or quarterly, and they request to attend a finance meeting to explain why they are requesting the additional $15,000.  The airport board would like to update the three governments on their long term strategic plan concerning an additional infrastructure.  The educational program that EKU offers are full because of the space limitations at the airport. There was discussion of how the governments could assist them with grants and economic development in the near future.   
COUNCIL COMMENTS:

Terrill – asked the city attorney to work on an ordinance to raise the pay for the mayor’s salary.  Burnside stated the council had not agreed to do so.  Mayor Connelly asked if the council wishes the city attorney to prepare and ordinance.  
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Terrill moved to prepare and ordinance for discussion to raise the mayor’s salary for the year 2015, Burnside seconded; all ayes, motion approved.

Hembree – received word that there have been at least three accidents near the bottom of the hill on Scaffold Cane; is this something that the police department can check.  We have started a grass roots radio show for Berea; our first live show will be tomorrow night at Mario’s Pizza with this weeks featured guest Jimmy Lou Jackson. 
Meeting adjourned: 7:12 p.m. 
