BEREA CITY COUNCIL          REGULAR MEETING       SEPTEMBER 17, 2013
The Berea City Council met in a regular session; Tuesday, September 17, 2013 at 6:30 p.m.; Mayor Steven Connelly presiding.  A quorum being present, the meeting was called to order.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Burnside, Kerby, Little, Farmer, Wagers, Powell, Hembree, Terrill

OFFICIALS; Gilbert, Stone, Chasteen, Gregory, Curtis, VanWinkle, Jackson, Fortner, Meeks, Hurt

VISITORS:

Over 65 people were in attendance for the Center Street Overlay Ordinance and the Berean’s for Fairness Group. 

PUBLIC HEARING – 2013 AD VALOREM TAX RATE
No comments or questions.

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: SEPTEMBER 3, 2013
Farmer moved; Hembree seconded to approve the minutes of September 3, 2013.  All ayes.

OPEN BIDS – STREET RESURFACING
One (1) bid was received;

The Allen Company - $168,775.15.  

Mayor Connelly opened the bid; bid will be referred to the Audit & Finance Committee for review and recommendation.

BEREAN’S FOR FAIRNESS
Jon Saderhome, Professor of Berea College read a letter presented to the council asking them to consider passing an anti-discrimination Fairness Ordinance that would include protections in employment, housing, and public accommodations based on sexual orientation and gender identify/expression.  
Abigail Embry, Berea College Student; September 20, 2013 will mark two years since the Human Rights Commission was established.  Even after the establishment of the board the LGBT group is being discriminated against. This group remains vulnerable to being fired or denied employment, denied housing or refused service in a restaurant or other place of business.

Megan McKinney, Berea College Student; was part of a group of students who polled Berea Citizens with the question “What it would mean for you to live in a community with a Fairness Ordinance”. Some said it would make them feel safer and more welcome in the community, and it would mean the LGBT people feel safer and fully equal, rather than a second class citizen.  It would make Berea a 
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progressive community for everyone.  Five cities in the state of Kentucky have passed a Fairness Ordinance. 
ORDINANCE #18-2013; AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BEREA, KY, ESTABLISHING THE EAST CENTER STREET OVERLAY DISTRICT AND ADOPTING THE PROVISIONS FOR SUCH DISTRICT. 2ND READING
Corporate Counsel read the ordinance by title and summary. Wager moved, Kerby seconded to approve the ordinance.  Discussion was held among the council, and Mr. VanWinkle addressed many questions about how an overlay district is established.  Only ten (10) houses on Center Street would be part of this overlay.  A recommendation had been made by the Planning Commission and a hearing had taken place on November 27, 2012.  Roll Call vote; Terrill-no, Hembree-present, Powell-yes, Wagers-yes, Farmer-no, Little-no, Kerby-yes, Burnside-no.  Three (3)- yes, Four (4)– no, One (1)- present; Ordinance defeated. 
ORDINANCE #19-2013; AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BEREA, KY, PROVIDING FOR THE LEVY OF AD VALOREM TAXES FOR CITY PURPOSES UPON ALL PROPERTY, NOT OTHERWISE EXEMPT, IN THE CITY OF BEREA, KENTUCKY. 2ND READING
Corporate Counsel read the ordinance by title and summary placing the assessed value of all real and personal property within the city for the sum of 10 cents ($0.10) upon each One Hundred Dollars ($100.00). Burnside moved, Kerby seconded to approve the ordinance.  Roll call vote: Burnside-yes Kerby-yes, Little-no, Farmer-yes, Wager-yes, Powell-yes, Hembree-no, Terrill-no.  Five (5) -yes, three (3) - no; ordinance adopted. 
ORDINANCE #20-2013; COMPENSATION OF THE MAYOR’S SALARY – 1ST READING

Corporate Counsel read the ordinance by title and summary; discussion was held among council concerning the amount of pay; no changes were recommended to the ordinance. 
AUDIT & FINANCE COMMITTEE – V. BURNSIDE
The Finance Committee met prior to the business meeting; Burnside moved; Terrill seconded to approve and award the bid for the Houle Lagoon Pump from Hobdy, Dye & Read Inc. for the amount of $18,449.94.  All ayes, bid awarded.  This pump will be used by the Utility Department at the Water Treatment Plant.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS:

Jim Lucas, representing Berean’s for Economic Development gave a progress update of the referendum for the sale of alcohol in Berea.  The process in governed by Kentucky Revised Statues, and once completed will be turned over 
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to the County Clerk, Kenny Barger for verification. Cards were mailed two weeks ago and many are coming back in.  Two myths have been rumored; one is that the cards were generated from an outside entity, not true, the group is from Berea; and second myth; people think extra petition cards have been mailed, we did receive the list from the board of elections, so yes, there are some duplicate mailings to the same address. The County Clerk will validate the cards to make sure they meet the criteria requirements of KRS. There is no fraud taking place.  Other surrounding cites like Danville and Georgetown are now flourishing in parts of town that were previously deteriorating.  In total, eight cities who passed the alcohol sales are reporting positive economic development. Filling out the card is not a vote at this time; it is only to allow a referendum. 
Bill Woods, pastor of Middletown Baptist Church spoke against creating a Fairness Ordinance and the group comparing their move to the Civil Rights Movement in the 60’s.  His neighbors and good friends who were black could not go to the same school as he did; they were called names and treated very bad.  It is unacceptable to acquaint sexual orientation with the Civil Rights Movement. 
Ethan Hamblin, a student from Berea College gave a speech to the college and the community on Martin Luther King Day to remember his legacy; he read statements from his speech. He hopes to be a change maker, he is a gay man but Dr. King would have wanted him to feel loved and accepted. The Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual, and Transgender community is treated as second class citizens.  It is time for a change in Berea, people should not feel oppressed for the way they were born. 
DEPARTMENT HEADS:

D. Gregory, Police Chief reminded everyone of the Spoon Bread Festival this week-end, starting at 3pm on Friday.  Washington Avenue will be one way traffic only this week-end during the festival.  
CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – R. STONE
· The Water Street Project is moving slowly; the drilling is delayed by large amounts of flint rock, and the contractor had to order a special drill to bore through it.  They have completed the boring and moved across the street and should be on schedule.
· The property at the end of Bratcher Lane that we had been working to purchase through Chase Bank was sold this week; the new owner came in and spoke with Mr. VanWinkle and we were able to get rights-of-way easements on the property.  We will put the project out for bid this week, due back on the 15th.  We may have to call a special meeting in October to award the bid. 
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· The bids from the state on Menelaus Pike Project will be due on September 27th.

· Tomorrow morning Utility Director, Ed Fortner will be going to District 7 to review plans for the utilities for the second phase of the By-Pass.
· September 23rd city staff will meet with District 7 in Lexington for general conversation; please contact us if there are any problems or concerns you would like for us to take to them.  We will be discussing lighting at various intersections.
· We started a drainage project in Hidden Creek yesterday; two (2) parking spaces were added on Short Street, and we will re-work the cross walks and handicap ramps on Short Street.

· We have marked the parking spaces in front of Deep Green.

· All the new kitchen equipment is in at the Folk Center; there will be a trial run of Spoon Bread on Thursday morning. 

· There is a tourism group going to Slyer City in North Carolina this week-end to observe an arts incubator.

· Jason Hays will be graduating from the FBI Academy in Quanico, this Friday, he is the second to attend the academy, Chief Gregory was the first. 

· The Mayor and I met with LodeStar Research Services; a group who is performing a study with the United Church Homes, we will also continue our discussion with Spectrum concerning our on going plans for a facility here in Berea.
Questions:

Little: 

*where does the second phase of the By-Pass extend?  It goes from US 25 to US 21.
* will there be a change order for the additional work on Water Street? No change order at this time.

MAYOR’S COMMENTS:

· There is a change in the open meetings and records law, all council members please sign the sheet in your packets and return to the city clerk.

·  On Monday, Sept 30th at 9 pm; KET will be airing a one hour presentation on the KY Artist and Craftsman Guild.  Ronnie Terrill, Paul Reynolds and I had the opportunity to preview the presentation; and it will air before the Fair week-end.
· We have been asked by email to confirm the next joint government meeting with the three governments; it is our turn to host.  Does the council wish to continue to meet and what items would you like to have on the agenda?  Burnside suggested continuing the conversation of funding 
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911.  Terrill added there should be conversation regarding the Airport; are the other two governments going to contribute to the funding?

COUNCIL COMMENTS:
Powell – reminded residents lock up their valuables, lock your cars; protect yourselves.  There are a lot of robberies taking place near the 77 Exit.
Wagers – thanks everyone for attending the meeting this evening; it was a diverse meeting; hopefully we can accomplish good things soon.
Farmer – thanks to everyone who attended the meeting this evening; don’t forget the Spoon Bread Festival is this week-end.

Little – I appreciate Paul Schrader’s approximately eleven years of service to the city and the GIS Department; he will be greatly missed.
Kerby – requested a report from the Human Rights Commission; it was part of the ordinance to receive an annual report to the council.  Thanks everyone for coming this evening.

Burnside – America has to have one person in leadership; when we talk about the Civil Rights Movement, Dr. King has become the face of it.  I want to remind people, that it was also the people who were out in the streets in Birmingham facing the dogs and the water hoses, it was other ministers who churches were used, that were also the face of the Civil Rights Movement. You may quote Dr. King because he has the press and the birthday, but remember the Civil Rights Movement was bigger than that, and other people involved as well, allies were involved who were white. Recognize it was really a broad struggle; the sanitation workers in Memphis and lots of others were involved. 
Meeting adjourned: 8 p.m.
