BEREA CITY COUNCIL          REGULAR MEETING           NOVEMBER 5, 2013
The Berea City Council met in a regular session; Tuesday, November 5, 2103 at 6:30 p.m., Mayor Steven Connelly presiding.  A quorum being present, the meeting was called to order.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Burnside, Kerby, Little, Farmer, Hembree Powell, Terrill

ABSENT: Wagers 

OFFICIALS: Gilbert, Stone, Chasteen, Gregory, VanWinkle, Curtis, Fortner, Jackson, Torbeck, McCay, Brumley
VISITORS: Tim Taylor, Bill Woods, Jr. & Lynetta Chasteen, Bill West, Dee West, Joshua Bills, Kim Decoste

APPROVAL OF MINUTES; OCTOBER 15, 2013
Farmer moved, Hembree seconded to approve the minutes of October 15, 2013; all ayes.  Minutes approved.
Mayor Connelly called for an amendment to the agenda to add Resolution #15-13 Bratcher Lane Improvements.  Terrill moved; Little seconded.

PROCLAMATION – WORLD DIABETES DAY

Kim Decoste, representing the Madison County Diabetes Coalition presented Mayor Connelly with the proclamation declaring November 14, 2013 at World Diabetes Day in Madison County.  The proclamation will be jointly signed by Judge Clark, and Mayor Jim Barnes. 
RESOLUTION #15-2013; A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF BEREA, KENTUCKY, ACCEPTING AN ADDITIONAL GRANT FROM THE COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY, TRANSPORTATION CABINET IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,050,000 FOR REIMBURSABLE FUNDING TO IMPROVE BRATCHER LANE (CS 2060), 2012 HIGHWAY PLAN AS ITEM NO. 7-8504.00, AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO EXECUTE ALL RELATED DOCUMENTS. 

Corporate Council read the resolution; Burnside moved; Kerby seconded to approve, all ayes.  Resolution adopted. 
OPEN BIDS – SOLAR FARM EXTENSION

Three bids were received:

1. Dan Hoffman RegenEn Solar - $79,200.00

2. Solar Energy Solutions - $ 93,300.00

3. Advanced Energy Solutions Group - $116,995.30
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Bids will be referred to the Berea Municipal Utilities for review and referral. 

ZONE CHANGES REQUEST – MAYOR CONNELLY 
Mayor Connelly distributed a map from 1966; it listed Churchill and Dresser Industries on the East Side of town; and on the West Side of town was Parker Seal and the Concrete Plant.  These four Industrial properties were zoned as I-2 meaning they have the permitted use of various services and manufacturing.  I would like to bring it to the council’s attention whether or not that Industrial I-2 Zoning in residential neighborhoods is inappropriate.  I would suggest the council should pass a Resolution asking the Planning Commission to begin the process of rezoning each of these properties to more appropriate uses.  
Discussion was held among the council of what the permitted uses of an I-2 Zone are.  Mr. Vanwinkle, Codes Enforcement has been working with Mr. West to best suit the needs of the Churchill Building as it is currently zoned.  Council felt the zoning was to protect the businesses and the people, the neighborhoods grew around them. These four businesses have been there all these years, and it should be up to the business owner.   When a building is of no use anymore, then it should be up to the city as to how it should be zoned.  Churchill has requested to stay I-2.  VanWinkle stated industrial is the most restricted zone and only for the manufactory type of business.  Some of the things Mr. West is looking into doing in the building could be Commercial.  The Concrete Building was left Industrial when we rezoned areas around it because they were producing concrete blocks.  

Mr. Bill West, representing the Churchill Building, has dealt with this type of zoning issues at other properties he has purchased.  His concern is that they would like to have a mixed use property with the possibility of light industry; can they apply for B-2? The property could now be at risk, we need to have a system in place that will encourage property owners to invest in a business that is properly zoned for future development. We can’t discourage people to not purchase a property that could have various uses.  People need to know how to be able to evolve from the Industrial to the B-2.  B-2 would allow light manufacturing. Mayor Connelly said the zoning would clarify the standards for the area of development; the type of light industry.  West agreed that this would encourage potential buyers to invest in a property because of its zoning.   Further discussion was held among the council and it was agreed that the priority now is to help Mr. West with his development.  Powell stated the West family has already improved the building with the work they have currently done. Burnside moved to ask Planning Commission to consider mixed commercial zoning with light Industrial for this particular property; Powell seconded. All ayes. 
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Mr. VanWinkle added that there will be a Public Hearing on Tuesday, Nov. 12th; we will request to amend our B-2 to allow having light industry.  
CITY COUNCIL/MAYOR ACTIVATES – J. LITTLE
Councilman Little quoted information regarding “standing committees”; there were previously four standing committees of the city council.  Approximately three years ago there were committees consisting of Personnel, Streets, Parks and Audit & Finance, all were dissolved except a partial Audit & Finance.  People in the city keep asking as to why we no longer have committees, so he decided to research the issue.  He quoted activities/requirements as stated on page 27 of the 2013-2014 Budget draft.  He requested other members of the council to give their opinions.  He further quoted information regarding Elected Officials.  Mayor Connelly asked the council their opinions; the consensus of the council was that they felt standing committees were a good way to engage and involve the council members not only with each other, but with the public as well.  
Mayor Connelly agreed that the council made some very good points.  He recently read an article that surveyed governmental organizations; there was a rising issue of legislative bodies that wanted to be more involved in the day to day business of running the respective governmenst, county or city.  For many years this was the way the City of Berea was run; from 1890 to 1982, every two years committees were appointed.  In 1982 there was a new law adopted that called for separation of powers for city governments.  After 1982, in the mayor/council form of governments the mayor is not part of the council and does not have a vote.  Mayor Kerby used the committee system and was very much in agreement with having the mixed active council role; it does have a lot of good things about it; issues are talked about before hand.  Around 2009 the committees were dissolved due to committees acting like fiscal court magistrates; they no longer went through the city administrator to get certain projects prioritized, there was a tendency from the committees or individual council members to go to department heads and say things need to be done now.  One of reasons why I retained the Audit & Finance Committee was because it is one committee that there is a blending of the executive and legislative jobs.  The statue says the mayor is to propose the budget; the council then modifies and ultimately adopts a budget that operates the city.  Mr. Gilbert, Corporate Council has prepared a new version of the chapter that would establish legislative committees; they would not be limited to certain committees, unlimited ability to pass ordinances and review and revise rules. Little questioned why is there only a partial committee of the Audit & Finance; Mayor Connelly felt he didn’t need to be bound by the four member committee; three is an odd number which works well on committees.  Little would like everyone to work together as a city, to work for the betterment of Berea.  
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Burnside requested Corporate Council to give him an opinion; if the Audit & Finance was a legal committee by the requirements listed in the ordinance. 
AUDIT & FINANCE COMMITTEE – V. BURNSIDE
No additional report.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS
None. 

MAYOR’S COMMENTS
There is a vacancy on the Human Rights Commission; Brian Thomas’ term has expired.  I would like to possibly have a business person to sit on this board; I would appreciate if the council could give me some names of interested persons who would serve.
CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – R. STONE 
· At the last council meeting the council approved the Municipal Road Aid money’s for this year’s resurfacing for the amount of $168,775.00.  There have been some changes since we started the process earlier in the summer and there are some additional streets in the Oaks that need repaving; the addition for these streets is $17,608.00.  Also, in addition we need to pave six-tenths of a mile on Johnson Road, the ditches are bad and the road has deteriorated. This portion for resurfacing would cost $40, 458.60; I would propose approval for these changes with a change order.  We have the money in our Municipal Road Aid to cover both of these additions.  Burnside moved to authorize the additional expenditure; Little seconded.  All ayes.
Questions:

Terrill – prior to the city’s surplus auction there were some bicycles that were removed before the sale?  Stone stated that yes, we did donate approximately ten bikes to a gentleman in town who is working on an economic development situation; none of the bicycles were purchased with city funds, they were not surplus property of the city; the bikes were found in various locations around the town, in the creeks and otherwise abandoned.  It was not a loss to the tax payers, the city did gain from the sale of them. 
Powell – what was the final number of sales from the auction; Stone stated the sale brought in approximately $42,000, a portion went to Utilities and the remainder went to the General Fund. 
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COUNCIL COMMENTS:

Terrill – at the last city council meeting we had an overflow of people outside of the council chambers and the fire department was turning people away, I thought we shouldn’t do that and we should r re-direct them over to the other building to be able to watch the meeting.  The interesting thing is we should have asked them if they wanted to speak, there were possibly people in the audience who didn’t want to speak and we should have taken them to the other building. Next time we anticipate a large crowd I would ask we do something different.
Powell – I was copied on an email from George Wyatt; the airport pilots flew 112 children on the week-end of October 20th.  I appreciate their efforts and taking the time for these kids, also Troop 74 of the Boy Scouts received their Merritt Badges for learning about the aircraft.  The airport is a good thing and supports a lot of good programs. 

Kerby – we had a lot of good conversations tonight; it was brought out that at some point we did have consensus; we did have respect; we did have a committee system that worked and that people felt involved.  There is something in between being involved and trying to direct operations and I would encourage the council to ask ourselves how we can get back to what was successful. 
Meeting adjourned: 8:12 p.m. 
