BEREA CITY COUNCIL             REGULAR MEETING           OCTOBER 1, 2013
The Berea City Council met in a regular session; Tuesday, October 1, 2013 at 6:30 p.m.; Mayor Steven Connelly presiding.   A quorum being present, the meeting was called to order. 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Burnside, Kerby, Little, Farmer, Wagers, Powell, Hembree, Terrill

OFFICIALS: Gilbert, Stone, Chasteen, Brumley, Fortner, McCay, Meeks, VanWinkle, Jackson, Curtis, Hurt
VISITORS: Robert New, Seth Littrell, Dianne Hellwig DVW, David Rowlette, Nola Newman, Jr. & Lynetta Chasteen, Rev. Bill Woods, E. Lawson, Jan Kerns, Jonathan Kerns, Eric Lawson, Thom Price
APPROVAL OF MINUTES; SEPTEMBER 17, 2013:

Burnside noted some preposition corrections.  Farmer moved, Little seconded to approve the minutes with corrections.  All ayes. 

PROCLAMATION – INDUSTRY APPRECIATION MONTH
Mayor Connelly read the proclamation declaring the month of October as Industry Appreciation month in the City of Berea.

ORDINANCE #20-2103; AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF BEREA, KENTUCKY, PROVIDING THAT THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF BEREA, KENTUCKY, BE AMENDING BY REVISING SECTION 20.100, INCREASING THE COMPENSATION OF THE MAYOR FROM $12,000 ANNUALLY TO $18,000 ANNUALLY. – 2ND READING

Corporate Council read the ordinance by title and summary.  Discussion was held among the council; Little motioned to table the ordinance, Terrill seconded. Tie vote on nays and yays, ordinance not tabled.  Powell moved to disapprove the ordinance, Wagers seconded.  Roll call vote: Terrill-no, Hembree-yes, Powell-yes, Wagers-yes, Farmer-yes, Little-yes, Kerby-yes, Burnside-yes.  Seven (7) yes, One (1) no, ordinance failed.
SPECTRUM PRELIMINARY MARKET ANALYSIS DISCUSSION
Mayor Connelly suggested for the council to have a conference call with Spectrum prior to next council meeting.  Council agreed to meet at 5 p.m. for council discussion and hold a conference call at 5:30 p.m.

HALLOWEEN TRICK OR TREAT- TIME
Farmer announced Trick or Treat times will be on the 31st from 6 – 8 p.m. for houses with their front porch lights on. Halloween in the Park will also be held on this date and times. 
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AUDIT AND FINANCE COMMITTEE – V. BURNSIDE

No report.

RECOGNITION OF VISITORS:

Thom Price; eight years ago while living and working in Venice he met his fiancée, and after the down turn of the economy he sold his business and they moved to Berea.  Together, they have purchased and remolded many homes in the community and feels they have contributed to the local economy.  He encouraged the city council to support a Fairness Ordinance.  Many events have taken place across the country in the U.S. during the past year towards fairness.  A Fairness Ordinance would make him feel welcome in this community.  He invited the council to his wedding; the best wedding gift would be for the council to bring the Fairness Ordinance to a vote.

Dianne Hellwig DVM; requested help or suggestions from the council regarding several clients who come to the Silver Creek Animal Hospital. Residents who live at Silver Creek Apartments have been notified that they are no longer going to be able to have more than one pet per apartment. Many of the renters are on limited income.  The management of the apartments is requesting a doctor’s statement from each resident stating that they need a companion animal.  Residents are being required to have their animals vaccinated, spayed or neutered within in 30 days.  The management is also requesting financial statements from the residents to show proof that they afford to keep pets. She agrees that a pet policy needs to be in place but suggested that management be a little more lenient with the 30 day rule to accomplish the new requirements. She has tried to contact the management but only gets an answering machine and has not received a return call. She is interested in being an advocate for the residents of the apartments, but would like some guidance from the city.  Mayor and council will follow up. 
Nola Newman; representing the Chamber of Commerce, thanked the city for the kitchen renovation at the Folk Center; it made the job of cooking and preparing the Spoon Bread during the festival much easier and efficient.  Chamber Director, David Rowlette echoed the sentiments of Ms. Newman; the kitchen will be a great asset to the community.  He displayed a couple of aerial photos taken during the week-end while the festival was going on.  He thanked the numerous city departments for all the help and assistance during the event.

DEPARTMENT HEADS:

Utility Director, Ed Fortner announced the bids will be going out soon to expand the Solar Farm. 132 additional panels will be available to be leased; the 
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additional panels will double the size of our present Solar Farm.  Panels will cost $750.00 each per each lease, for a period of 25 years per lease.
There is a scheduled outage Saturday night, Oct. 5th at the Rash Road Station for an upgrade of the electrical system.  The outage should not last more than thirty minutes.  Additional upgrades will take place the following two Saturday nights at midnight. The outages are advertised in the newspaper and on the government access channel.

Fire Chief, Roy Curtis introduced the two new hires to the fire department; Eric Lawson, and Jonathan Kerns. 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – R. STONE 
· The Allen Company was the only bidder for this year’s Street Resurfacing Project in the amount of $168,775.15.  We will mill the streets that are repaved now, which is more expensive to do, but allows water to flow to the proper drains.  Burnside moved; Wagers seconded to approve the bid. All ayes, bid awarded to the Allen Company. 

· October 19th will be the city’s surplus auction sale at the Sewer Treatment Plant at 9 a.m.  We have an old fire truck that will need to be moved to the sale; Powell’s Towing will be moving this vehicle for us.

· October 7th – 11th will be the Fall Clean-Up dates in the city.

· The bid for the Menelaus Road Project was opened last Friday the 27th at the District 7 Highway Dept. office, the bid came in lower than the engineering estimate; we are now awaiting the award of the bid. 

· We are continuing the acquisition of Rights-of-Way for the 2nd Phase of the By-Pass which will run from Hwy 25 to Hwy 21; bids should be ready to go out in Feb.  The fall back date will be April 2014.

· We only lack the lighting plan for US25 North; the state does not pay for street lighting.  We will contract for a lighting plan that will run from Ellipse Street to US25 at the By-Pass.  We will light the road surface with mast type poles; the state will install the bases and the conduit, and the city will install the lights.  Bid date will be Feb. 2014.
· We have talked with District 7 about the traffic study money that the city received a few years back, this money has been reclassified to be used for construction and studies.  We are asking the State to conduct a traffic study around the intersection of US25/595 and Main Street and to install mast armed lighting at this location. Berea College will join the city with this proposal. 
· On October the 10th between the hours of 12 noon and 5 pm the city will be working with all local emergency agencies and Berea College to conduct and “Active Shooter Exercise” on the college campus.
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Questions:
Terrill - reminded the council that Madison Sothern’s Homecoming will be coming through town at 5pm on Thursday the 10th.

Little - do we have a deadline on the Water Street Project?  Codes Enforcement D. VanWinkle stated the contractor ran into a boring problem and connecting the steel piping to the plastic pipe.  The original plan called for all steel, but the rock caused a problem and delayed the project.  
Mayor – when will Bratcher Lane be bid?  Bids will be opened at the next council meeting.
Terrill – will the signal at Hwy 595 and the By-Pass be adjusted? The factory shifts are causing a back up. Stone stated District 7/Highway Dept. will study this location.
Wagers – would it be possible to have Mr. Fortner or Mr. Bills to better explain the Solar Panel process and net metering during a work session? 

MAYORS COMMENTS:

· This Saturday is the annual Household Hazardous Waste Collection Event with the County from 9am – 2pm. 
· An email was received from Colonel Grise of the BlueGrass Army Depot concerning the Federal Government shut down; the depot is affected by the shut down.  The Chemical Activity Personnel did perform shut down procedures this morning in accordance with regulations.  Non-accepted personnel will not return to work until the shut down order is lifted.  Accepted personnel will be working to continue safely and securely storing the ammunitions and respond to any issues until the shut down is resolved. 
COUNCIL COMMENTS:

Terrill – welcome to the two new fire firemen.

Hembree – seconded what Ronnie said; glad they are with us, it was some pretty tough competition.  

Powell – welcome to the new firemen, and welcome back Dwayne Brumley to the Street Dept.  
*I have received a lot of good comments from some of the local businesses after the Spoon Bread Festival; businesses did profit during the Festival.  
Farmer – echo the sentiments to our new fire fighters; congratulations. 
I have received some calls regarding the traffic being backed at Silver Creek School in the mornings and afternoons; vehicles are being parked on the side of the road and creating a hazard for the teachers, parents and the children.  Terrill added that traffic is also backing up on Short Line and Hwy 1016.  Can the police dept check on this situation? 
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Little – welcome to our new Streets Department Superintendent; I wish him the best.

Kerby – inquired to see when the Human Rights Commission will be presenting an update/report to the city council.  Mayor Connelly stated that they are expected at the next meeting.  Also, welcome to the new firemen and congratulations for a successful Spoon Bread event. 
Meeting adjourned: 7:25 p.m.

