BEREA CITY COUNCIL          REGULAR MEETING         NOVEMBER 19, 2013
The Berea City Council met in a regular session; Tuesday, November 19, 2013 at 6:30 p.m., Mayor Connelly presiding.  A quorum being present, the meeting was called to order.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Burnside, Kerby, Little, Farmer, Powell, Hembree, Terrill

ABSENT: Wagers

OFFICIALS: Gilbert, Stone, Chasteen, Gregory, Curtis, Jackson, VanWinkle, McCay, Fortner, Meeks, Torbeck, Brumley, Hurt
VISITORS: Seth Littrell, Bill Woods, Tim Taylor, Jr. & Lynetta Chasteen, Corey Lee, Bob Shaffer, Dorie Hubbard, Tom Hubbard

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: NOVEMBER 5, 2013
Farmer moved; Little seconded to approve the minutes of November 5, 2013; all ayes.  Minutes approved.

ORDINANCE #21-13; FINANCIAL DISCLOSURE STATEMENTS FOR TOURISM AND INDUSTRIAL DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY – 1ST READING
Corporate Counsel read Ordinance #21-13 by title and summary.  

AUDIT & FINANCE; V. BURNSIDE
Burnside moved to accept and award the bid for the Bratcher Lane Project to The Allen Company in the amount of $1,022, 615.65.  Little seconded the motion; all ayes.  Bid awarded. 
Burnside moved to accept and award the bid for the Solar Farm Extension to RegenEn Solar in the amount of $79, 200.00.  Farmer seconded the motion; all ayes. Bid awarded. 
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS:
Tim Taylor, representing Wayside Christian Church questioned if the Fairness Ordinance could be put on the ballot to allow the citizens to vote on it.  Kerby stated she believed the committee received a legal opinion that this item could not be placed on the ballot.  Corporate Counsel stated he would research the issue.  Mayor Connelly added that the State of Kentucky is not referendum state; it is not possible to place a binding vote before the public except in specific circumstances that the statue would allow.  General matters of policy are not subject to be handled this way.  Terrill questioned if it would be possible to take a petition to fiscal court.  Mayor Connelly stated Kentucky has a limited way of how things can be placed on a ballot for vote; taxes or alcohol issues are commons items that the public are allowed to vote on. Corporate Counsel will present a legal opinion.  
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Mr. Taylor asked who paid for the petitions for the alcohol vote.  Mr. McCay stated that the city did not use any money for the alcohol issue; it was all paid for from private donations.  
Administrator Stone reiterated that the alcohol vote is part of the Strategic Plan. During the Economic Development strategy sessions, Michael Shuman designed a plan that included the formation of several committees. One of the committees narrowed its focus to alcohol sales as a vehicle for Economic Development within the city of Berea. Most surrounding communities have already passed alcohol sales and are benefiting from increased revenue in their cities.  Many of the committee members visited some of the surrounding cities to gain knowledge of how best to place it on the ballot for Berea.  A private group has formulated a plan of how best to get the issue placed on the ballot for a vote at the next election.  The Mayor has stated that this is a missed opportunity for the future viability and economic development.  None of the city staff were required to stuff envelopes; I told Mr. McCay that I would help him, only employees that volunteered helped with the mailing.  It was viewed as a revenue building source for the city and as an Economic Tool.  The envelopes were not mailed by City Hall. The county clerk must verify all petitions to make sure none are duplicated.  Some people may have received two envelopes; only one petition may be counted. 
Bob Schaffer, on the behalf of the Berea Retirement Community encouraged the city council to approve the second phase of the market study to build a retirement community in Berea.  It is of an urgent matter to him; he has a vision of a retirement community in Berea being one of the greatest in the United States due to all the wonderful assets that we have to offer. Discussion was held among the council as to what the additional cost of the next study would be; there is no guarantee that an investor will build in Berea.
Dorie Hubbard, Berea resident thanked the council for their support for a Retirement Community by approving the first Phase of the study, she encouraged the council to approve the next Phase of the study. 
Hubert Chasteen, Jr., resident of Dixie Park, questioned why residents still place large amounts of leaves and debris in the street after the Mayor signed an Executive Order for people not to do so; is it being enforced?  Mayor Connelly stated there is no penalty; it is aspirational in hopes it would deter people from placing the items in the street and keeping debris out of the drains.  In addition Mr. Chasteen asked why concrete is being pouring in some of the street curbs and gutters, is there a city ordinance against this?  Corporate Counsel stated that yes, there is.  Mayor Connelly requested for it to be reported when seen.  Councilman Powell stated concrete being poured was a practice to help slow 
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down the flow of water during heavy rains, or if residents had trouble getting into their driveways after street paving. 
John Payne, Berea resident; complimented the City Street Department for getting the leaves picked up.  Many of his friends and neighbors have relocated to retirement communities in Richmond; he requested transportation be considered to those people to assist in getting back to Berea to attend church and community events. He encouraged the council to approve funding the second phase of the retirement study.  
The follow-up information for Phase Two of the Retirement Community will be sent via email to the council. 

CITY ADMINISTRATOR’S REPORT – R. STONE
· City Property Taxes are due in by the end of November in order to receive the discount. 

· As of Monday, November 18th, the Fire Department has answered 648 calls, and the Police Department has answered 19,706.
· The Allen Company will not start the Bratcher Lane Project until spring; the Codes Office will notify the residents with a letter by mail.
· I have spoke with Berea College regarding the funds for the Traffic Study; we will request $150,000 to be used toward the study, it is an 80/20 match, 80% Federal, 20% local money; the city and the college will split the 20%.  The study will be for the 595/Main Street/US25 area; and we will place an RFQ for Engineering Services soon. 
· David Carter is the new president of CDP Engineers; the advisor for our MS4 Projects and Planning and Zoning is David Ucotter. 

· The State is continuing to acquire the Rights-of-Way on the By-Pass Project; hoping to clear all requisitions by March of 2014.

· The resurfacing project for this year has been completed by the Allen Company. 

· We continue to monitor the filing of KU with FERC for an increase, based on their calculation of return on equity; if granted the rate increase will be between  9 – 9 ½  percent to our customers, effected immediately.  This will be an energy charge only on our KU bill.  
· Our next debt service for our Utilities Bond will be Jan. 1st, 2014, the payment will be $1, 276,687,000, this will be for both the 2005 and the 2013 Refund Bonds.

· Last Thursday we interviewed for City Attorney/Corporation Counsel; we interviewed three firms; Sturgill & Turner, Coy, Gilbert, Shepherd & Wilson, and Fowler Bell.  We will no longer have a retainer; it will be a one year contract with hourly rates.  The contract for 2014 will go to Coy, Gilbert, Shepherd & Wilson; Cory Lee will be our lead representative from 
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· the firm.  We are working on the contract now, and will have it ready by the next meeting.  
· There was a question brought up at the last meeting concerning the crowd control of meetings and the capacity of this room; we consulted with the State Fire Marshall and the maximum number of people allowed in the room is 100.  We can’t seat 100, so we limit the seating capacity to 88; we can allow approximately 20 people to stand, but no one can block the exits, and people can not stand in the foyer or on the steps outside. If we are over capacity for a meeting we will provide the Community Room of City Hall for people to view the meetings.  The Fire Department is in charge of counting people at large meetings; we do not wish to turn anyone away.  We are starting a sheet for people to sign in when they would like to speak to the council, this will help allow people who would like to address the council be recognized.
COUNCIL COMMENTS:
Powell – The Allen Company did a good job on the streets; they really look nice.

Hembree – I wanted to back up what Mr. Payne said about the city street workers, they do a really good job; they also do a good job with the leaf removal.
Terrill – I would like to wish everyone a Happy Thanksgiving. 

Meeting adjourned: 7:37 p.m. 

____________________________

Mayor Connelly






_____________________________






City Clerk
