Special Called Meeting / Business Session
Wednesday, February 17, 2021, 5:00 PM
Please take notice of Special Called Meetings of the Berea Human Rights Commission
The meetings will be held by video teleconferencing per KRS 61.826
The public may see and hear the meetings by the City of Berea Facebook Page,
@bereakygov  or  https://www.facebook.com/bereakygov/


*Roll Call
Present: Sharyn Mitchell (Vice Chair), Gene Stinchcomb (Chair), Peter Hille (Secretary), Janelle Lakes Davenport; Virginia Bland (Treasurer), Robert Johnson, Randy Dinsmore (joined at 5:08)
Absent: None
Guests: Daniel Brindley, technical support; Bill Williams, Madison County Historical Society

* Call to Order, Chair affirms quorum at 5:04

* Announcements 
From Chair:
Black History Month, founded by Carter G. Woodson, first Black History Week, became Black History Month. Woodson was a 1903 Berea College graduate.
In the January/February issue of the Richmond Register Madison Magazine, a nice article about Commissioner Mitchell’s geneology work and also Berea Police Chief Eric Scott
Need to think about budget recommendation for 2021-2022. This year’s budget $500. For consideration at next meeting.
Commissioner Hille:
New federal action on civil rights protections for housing based on gender identity, may need to take this up in a future meeting.

*Treasurer's Report – no expenditures since last report. Name tag expenses were approved but per Commissioner Mitchell that cost was picked up by the City.

* Approval of Oct. 22, 2020 Minutes
Motion Hille, second Dinsmore, passed unanimously

* Approval of Nov. 18, 2020 Minutes
Correction, reference to Commissioner Bland’s term of service, now corrected on City web site also, term ending January 16, 2022 not 2023.
Motion Johnson, second Hille, passed unanimously

Old Business
* Reduction of membership of John G. Fee Awards Committee – Bland
Noting committee of four would constitute a quorum of the BHRC, recommendation to reduce membership of the committee to three. Dinsmore voluntarily steps down. Clarification noted that the committee’s purview includes both John G. Fee and Janice Blythe awards. Committee is now Bland, Mitchell and Johnson.

* Discussion of name badges and BHRC roster information – Mitchell
Mitchell reports badges delivered to City Clerk and can be picked up at Utility window by Commissioners.

Chair reports compiled list of Commissioners with contact information was distributed via email. He will send hard copy to all. The list is also appended to these minutes.

* Status of BHRC contact information – Stinchcomb
Chair reports compiled list of Commissioners with contact information was distributed via email. He will send hard copy to all. The list is also appended to these minutes.

New Business
* Draft of 2020 Annual Report reviewed
Corrections:
Training session also included Bland and Dinsmore present, correction to Johnson’s name in report.

Question from Mitchell regarding training session for Commissioners as referenced in report. Chair notes we have previously had trainings by conducted by Juan Pena from KY HRC. Chair noted future training be difficult to do because of COVID. Mitchell suggests could be done by zoom, Chair will investigate, for Mitchell as new member and refresher training for all.

Motion Johnson, second Mitchell, report unanimously approved as corrected for delivery to City Council

Subsequent action: Dinsmore notes report needs addition of Social Security Disability seminar Jan 30, 2020 at City Hall, conducted by Mayor Fraley and Commissioner Dinsmore 

* Election of Officers for 2021
Chair: Johnson nominates Stinchomb, second Hille, passed unanimously
Vice chair: Bland nominates Mitchell, second Johnson, passed unanimously
Treasurer: Johnson nominates Bland, second Dinsmore, passed unanimously
Secretary: Johnson nominates Hille, second Dinsmore, passed unanimously

* Civil War Veterans Marker Memorial – Mitchell
Mitchell recognizes guest, Bill Williams, Madison County Historical Society
Mitchel shared information about Civil War history related to Berea, Including:

Many veterans came back to Berea after the Civil War; 65 Civil War veterans are buried in the Berea Cemetery, the most of any Cemetery in Madison County; they served in many units from several states; some are buried in family plots others with military stones, no unreadable, a dozen with no markers; cemetery records were destroyed in a fire in the 1960’s so some locations are unknown/

On May 29, 2020, at 6:00 PM there will be a dedication ceremony in the cemetery for a new marker. The new marker will list all 65 veterans buried here.

Information will be presented at the dedication about a Civil War veterans organization, the Grand Army of the Republic, which had four posts in Madison County, Fraternity of veterans, Berea had one of the few integrated posts in Kentucky. The Richmond post was African American, and the other posts in the county were white. Some of the veterans or their descendants attended Berea College. There was also a Women’s Relief Corps. The Post lasted from 1890 to 1929, and the Women’s Relief Corps until 1939. The records of the post were turned over to Berea College where they have been preserved, among the few remaining records of a post of the Grand Army of the Republic. 

Donations to support the memorial may be sent to:
Battle of Richmond, and marked as dedicated for Berea Cemetery Marker
Address:
Battle of Richmond Visitor Center
101 Battlefield Memorial Highway
Richmond, KY 40475

Chair expressed the Commission’s appreciation to Mr. Williams for his presentation.

Adjourn
Motion Johnson, second Mitchel 

Next meeting March 17 5:00
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